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style allowed designers to work 
with ever-larger openings for 
ornate windows. If you look 
carefully at most of our stained 
glass, you will notice a unique 
design feature carried forward 
from the Medieval Period. 
Around the perimeter of each 
window is a set of narrow 
pieces known as fillet glass. 
While each fillet piece is 
colored, it does not figure into 
the artistic design of the 
window. These pieces were 
purposely placed around the 
edge of the window frame as a 
kind of insurance policy. If an 
enemy set on sacking the city 
was approaching, alert church 
officials could easily break the 
fillet glass and remove the 
expensive center panels that 
were meticulously crafted to 
depict a famous biblical scene or 
person. The stained glass could 
then be safely hidden and stored 
until the threat had passed. 
When our windows were 
removed, the fillet glass 
provided an extra measure of 
security in case the windows 
were difficult to pry out of the 
frame.

If you showed up for the 
dedication service of the “new” 
St. Matthew’s church in 1910, 

Fr. Eric’s Message 1 .........................
Blessing of the Animals Pictures 2 .
Fr. Jay’s Message 3 ..........................
Taizé Candlelight Service 4 ............
Sunday Coffee Hour 5 .....................
Advent, Christmas & Altar Guild 5 .
All Faithful Departed Service 5 ......
All Parish Thanksgiving 5 ................
Cookbook Project 5 .........................
Day School Open House 6 .............
Women’s Spirituality Group 6 ........
Fellowship Parents Group 6 ............
Laundry Love 6 ................................
Parish Picnic & Fun Fest Pictures 7 .
Gala Auction Pictures 7...................It has been several months since 

an act of vandalism damaged two 
of the stained glass windows of 
our church, and we have made 
good progress in arranging for 
the repair and future protection 
of our windows. At the start of 
October, we entrusted Nzilani 
Glass Conservation, Inc. with 
the task of repairing our 
damaged windows. Nzilani 
carefully removed both windows 
from their frames and 
transported them to its Oakland 
studio where they will be worked 
on by a team of experts. During 
the past few months I have 
gained a much deeper 
appreciation of the stained glass 
that enhances the beauty of our 
worship space.

While some version of stained 
glass has been used in churches 
since ancient times, the art form 
matured during the Middle Ages 
and reached new heights with 
the emergence of Gothic 
architecture. Churches and 
cathedrals built in the Gothic 

THE TAU CROSS
Our Treasure in Stained Glass

you would have encountered a 
sanctuary with natural light 
streaming through windows of 
clear glass. It is interesting to 
think about the major way that 
the 1906 Earthquake changed 
the trajectory of  the buildings 
and grounds of Saint Matthew’s. 
The collapse of the bell tower 
along with extensive damage to 
the chancel prompted the parish 
leadership to replace the original 
Victorian style church with a 
new building. The Rev. Neptune 
Blood William Gallwey was the 
rector to whom fell the challenge 
of overseeing the design and 
construction of a new church. Fr. 
Gallwey engaged the noted 
architect Willis Polk, and 
convinced him to design the new 
church in the Gothic style with 
which he was familiar from his 
native Ireland. The new building 
connected the church to a 
liturgical and architectural 
movement that had emerged 
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after the new church building 
was completed in 1910 and was 
donated in memory of Mary 
Crocker Harrison. The scene is 
one that invites our 
contemplation of the way in 
which two sisters from a small 
village supported the ministry of 
Jesus. Mary and Martha were 
distinguished by their generous 
hospitality and their early 
acknowledgement of the 
significance of Jesus and his 
ministry. The role that these 
sisters played in supporting the 
Jesus movement remains an 
inspiring story these many years 
later. Visitors to our church 
often make comments to the 
effect that our buildings and 
grounds are like a jewel set in the 
center of the City of San Mateo. 
Our stained glass windows 

from England during the 
previous century.

Our stained glass windows were 
added over time. The dedication 
at the bottom of each window 
provides a fascinating insight 
into the individuals and families 
who supported the artistic 
decoration of our sanctuary. In 
some ways the number and 
beauty of our windows can be 
overwhelming to the senses. I 
wonder, for example, how many 
parishioners knew, before 
looking, that the damaged 
window of the first bay on the 
south side of the nave was a 
scene that depicted Jesus visiting 
Mary and Martha of Bethany. It 
is a beautiful window, executed 
by the firm Heaton, Butler & 
Bayne of London, England. The 
window was installed shortly 

Bishop Marc, Fr. Eric

St. Matthew’s celebrated the Feast 
of St. Francis on a gorgeous fall 
day with an outdoor service 
featuring a visit from the Bishop 
of the Diocese of California, the 
Right Reverend Marc Andrus. 
Scenes of the day are captured 
below. Enjoy! 

- Photos by Darlia Clerico
(L-R) Archdeacon David Stuckley, Fr. Jay, Rt. Rev. 

Marc Andrus, Fr. Eric

Fr. Jay, Bishop Marc Toulouse Porter

The Stafford pups

Darlia and Gianna Clerico

A Fine Day for the Blessing of the Animals

represent a central part of 
that treasure. They invite 
both admiration and 
reflection, and are meant to 
inspire. It is my hope that our 
entire parish will take some 
time to investigate and admire 
this beautiful art form that 
surrounds our worship. While 
our damaged windows are 
being repaired, plans are 
underway to provide 
protection for all of our 
stained glass windows. In the 
months ahead there will be 
more information to share 
about this project. In the 
meantime, I hope that our 
community appreciates with 
renewed interest the sheer 
beauty of our stained glass.  

Blessings,
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Joy and Risk
Music is like a friend we never 
see until the need arrives or 
divine intention brings us 
together again. I started 
listening to Led Zeppelin again a 
few weeks ago after a long 
hiatus. Even though I began 
listening to Led Zeppelin only 
after the band disbanded in 
1980, their music became a 
staple of my youth. My extended 
family passed on an eclectic 
taste in music to me. When I 
was young they introduced me 
to a multiplicity of genres, from 
church hymns, 
indigenous 
Filipino music, 
folk songs and 
country to jazz, 
disco, hip hop, 
soul, and 
rhythm and 
blues. I grew up 
hearing music from 
everywhere.  But rock and 
heavy metal were largely my 
discoveries. Zeppelin’s blending 
of textures in rock, blues, 
classical, East Indian, Middle 
Eastern and North African 
opened a window to a world of 
wonder and possibility. Classic 
tunes like “Rock and Roll,” “The 
Rain Song,” “Stairway to 
Heaven,” and “Kashmir” were 
containers holding the tender 
complexity of relationship and 
the hard paradox of life. Because 
their music sounded like no 
other, hearing it invited a 

curiosity about the world and 
offered a vibe of honest 
emotional and spiritual truth at a 
time when I was figuring out 
who God was calling me to be. 

Music, as with many art forms, 
holds a spiritual energy to name 
truth, hold meaning, give hope, 
and inspire purpose. It is a 
language that helps us 
understand wholeness and 
highlights the journey we share 
together. As the natural flow of 
life welcomed an evolution of 
widening interest, experience, 

and 
personal 
growth, my 
Zeppelin 
LPs went 
into a 
storage box.

I enjoy 
taking a seat to sip a good cup of 
coffee at local cafés in the Bay 
and feeling the vibe. Yet a few 
weeks ago at a café, I noticed 
how I struggled to ignore the 
surrounding conversations 
spilling into my personal bubble. 
Phases like, “things just seem to 
be getting worse,” or “I’m so 
mad about…,” or “I don’t have 
any hope things can change,” 
held the energy of multiple 
conversations. Was I dazed and 
confused? Perhaps we have heard 
these conversations. Even 
though we may be mindful of 
participating in talk that sucks 

up the vibrancy in the air, the 
second hand smoke of fear can 
fill our very being with the thick 
internal smog of anger, anxiety, 
and, at worst, apathy.  

Human beings are very capable. 
We are also very fragile. Choke 
out courage and suffocate joy, 
and our capacity to live into love 
becomes diminished to the point 
where we cease remembering 
what we have in common as a 
nation or ever as members of the 
human race. In this broken and 
beautiful world, as we live into 
the one God created us to be, I 
wonder about our capacity to 
live into the fullness of our truth. 
As a believer in Jesus - the Christ 
who invites us to live into the 
Good News of God’s 
unconditional love – 
relationship, togetherness, and 
being whole are the essence of 
faith. So what do we have in 
common as a nation and as a 
part of this human race, when 
everyday talk centers on the 
things keeping us apart?

What I know is that when we 
value external riches over 
internal wealth, status over 
relationships, security over 
adventure, efficiency over love, 
our ego over God’s dream, it’s 
easy to breathe in the stench of 
mistrust and think that this easy 
nonsense is the smell of fresh air. 
But all it does is separate us. 
Friends, isn’t that the stuff of 
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sin? The Catechism of our 
Episcopal Church defines sin as: 
Seeking of our own will instead 
of the will of God, thus 
distorting our relationship with 
God, with other people, and 
with all creation. 

God is Love. And because of 
that we also know that God’s 
dream (another way of saying the 
will of God) has something to do 
with a love that makes us whole 
people. Sin is not simply about 
the “bad things” we do. It is 
about broken relationships, 
disconnection, and the absence 
of love. It is a cold place! 
Unfortunately, we do not have a 
magic duct tape solution to heal 
the brokenness our people feel. 
Should not we have more – more 
security, peace of mind, 
prosperity, comfort and success? 
Maybe. But those things are only 
small bits and pieces of life. Not 
the whole. Sometimes we remain 
so attached to the idea of what 
life could or should be that it 
creates the unhappiness we have 
been trying to avoid. The late 
theologian Henri J.M. Nouwen, 
once wrote, “Sadness is the 
result of attachment. Detached 
people are not the easy victims 
of good or bad events in their 
surroundings and can experience 
a certain sense of equilibrium.”

Perhaps wholeness is also about 
seeking balance in a world 
pulling us to the extremes of the 
left and right. The Holy 
Scriptures never say life will be 

fair. Rather, we hear God give us 
again and again the warm 
invitation, “Do not be afraid.”  
The peace we seek first begins in 
us. Not with the POTUS, the 
Pope, the Dalai Lama, or any 
other leader. A better tomorrow 
begins with us. And the good 
Lord encourages us like no other.  
Because unlike human power 
that appears scarce and limited, 
the Love of God is free and ever-
flowing. Changing our lives to 
reflect God’s love and intention 
starts with language we use to 
create possibility. Yet, how do we 
invite our people to enter 
something we have never done 
before or even imagined? Back at 
the café, I heard a line from Led 
Zeppelin’s “Kashmir” playing 
lightly through the sound 
system: “Talk and song from 
tongues of lilting grace, whose 
sounds caress my ear. But not a 
word I heard could I relate, the 
story was quite clear.”

Life is an adventure containing a 
progression of illuminated 
movements. Reflecting on the 
creative synergy that was Led 
Zeppelin, band members Robert 
Plant and Jimmy Page have 
offered in numerous interviews 
the value of “following the joy” 
and “taking risk.” I left the old 
Zeppelin albums in storage and 
downloaded a new set of the 
classic songs to my phone.  

I have come to understand that 
the words that come from our 
mouth reflect our heart. And 

when our being centers on 
God’s dream, rather than in the 
imbalance of fear of the other 
and of the unknown, we can be 
stronger together. Dear friends, 
in these crazy and uncertain 
times, where communication 
breakdown is passed on as a 
norm, wholeness and healing 
starts from within. The song 
remains the same, but we can 
always move forward. Take a 
risk, follow the joy. 

- Fr. Jay+ 

Everyone is invited to attend 
this ecumenical service 
characterized by meditative 
silence, repetitive songs, 
scripture and prayer. Taizé is 
the first Tuesday of every 
month (year around) in the 
side chapel. Be sure to save the 
date for the next Taizé service 
on December 4th.

Taizé Candlelight 
Service

Tuesday, November 6th at 
7:00 pm, Side Chapel 
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All Parish Thanksgiving 

Friday, November 2nd at 6:30 pm
Mark Your Calendars! 

Our annual all-parish Thanksgiving dinner is 
Friday, November 2nd at 6:30pm in the parish hall. 
Turkey, mashed potatoes and gravy  will be 
provided by the League for Service. Please bring 
your favorite side dish to serve 10 and a beverage. 
For planning purposes, we ask that you sign up at 
coffee hour or by calling the church office at 
650-342-1481. Everyone is welcome!

- Elizabeth Weatherby

November 4: A-D

November 11: E-J 

November 18: K-P 

November 25: Q-S

The rotation for bringing treats to coffee hour 
after the Sunday service is as follows:. 

Sunday Coffee Hour 

We ask you to please place the food you are 
bringing on the table in Julia Beylard Hall. 

Advent,  Christmas  and the  
Altar Guild

With the onset of Advent, we notice the colors of 
the altar superfrontal (covers the top front of the 
altar), frontal (covers the front of the Altar) and 
antependiums (hangings on the pulpit and lectern) 
are changed to blue for the season. The clergy wear 
a blue chasuble and stoles. The Advent wreath 
appears with the blue, white and pink candles. The 
chalices, cruets, communion wafers, lovely linens 
and flower arrangements are ready for each service.

On Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, we see 
another beautiful set of altar colors, vestments and 
flower arrangements, the  crèche, and all the rest 
of the festive trimmings that light up the church 
for worship at these services.  

All of these arrangements are made with the 
caring, patient and devoted hands of the Altar 
Guild members and the talented flower arrangers. 
The members of the Altar Guild are responsible 
for every service every Sunday of the year, as well 
as special services such as weddings, baptisms and 
funeral/memorial services.

As we approach this season and the new year, I 
wish to say a huge thank you to all of the Altar 
Guild and Flower Committee members who have 
continued to serve the Church of St. Matthew. 
Many blessings!  

- Sonia Warfield, Director 

Commemoration of All 
Faithful Departed Service 

Friday, November 2nd at 6:00 pm
Join us on Friday, November 2nd at 6pm in the 
garden as we celebrate the Feast of All Souls. We 
will honor the saints who walked among us and are 
now part of the “Great Cloud of Witnesses.” In 
addition, we will read the list of parishioners and 
loved ones who have died in the past year. If you 
would like to include someone on the reading of 
names, please contact Parish Administrator 
Victoria Wolcott at 
office@episcopalstmatthew.org. All are invited to 
participate in this moving candlelight service, 
which will take place outside (weather permitting).

Cookbook Project Postponed

The League for Service cookbook project has been 
postponed until next year. Due to a low number of 
submissions, the League groups and guilds have 
agreed to place this project on the shelf for now.

Many thanks to all,   
Gayle Youlden, President, League for Service
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Day School Admission Open 
House 

Tuesday, December 4th, 6:00 pm

Our group has a mission to support and grow in faith the families of 
the church and Day School communities. We will join the greater 
church community on Friday, November 2nd for the annual 
Thanksgiving Potluck in the Parish Hall at 6:30 pm. Please 
bring a side dish and invite a friend - all are welcome! Our next 

parenting group meeting will be in the church library from 9-10am on Sunday, November 18th 
when we will discuss the topic of “Eating Well” as a spiritual practice; childcare provided. If you are 
not on the mailing list and want to get in on the fellowship fun, please contact Claire Fry at 
claire@loudandclaire.com or 617-416-2641.  

See You Soon!

St. Matthew's Episcopal Day School Admission 
Open House for Kindergarten through 8th 
Grade Applicants! 

When: Tuesday, December 4th from 6:00pm to 
8:00pm 

Where: Baldwin and Charles House 
campuses  

Who: Your family and/or friends interested in 
learning more about St. Matthew's Episcopal 
Day School 

Contact: Director of Admission, Ellen 
Williamson. 650-724-0728 or 
ewilliamson@stmatthewsday.org 

Baptism Photos

Emma Kenney Owen Kenney

Laundry Love Celebrates and 
Seeks Volunteers! 

Tuesday, November 13th, 6:00 pm
Laundry Love is  a new ministry of St. Matthew's. We 
have just celebrated our one-year anniversary of 
facilitating clean laundry for our neighbors in need at 
the Clothesline Laundromat in San Mateo. In 
partnership with Samaritan House, we offer this 
ministry on the second Tuesday of each month from 
6-9pm. We split the time into two shifts. It is a 
rewarding experience for everyone involved. For more 
information about this international ministry, go 
to https://laundrylove.org. We are always looking for 
more volunteers - please let us know if you would like 
to learn more or join a shift to check it out!

- Betsy McCall
elizabeth.h.mccall@gmail.com

Women’s Spirituality Group
Women of all ages are invited to join us for a 
women’s spirituality group. We meet every week 
throughout the year at Charles House on 
Mondays at 9:15 am. This is a small group 
opportunity to reflect on scripture, God’s 
presence in our lives and the challenges of 
discipleship, and engage in prayer. For more 
information, please contact Victoria Wolcott or 
Ginger Fortmiller via the church office.

mailto:claire@loudandclaire.com
mailto:claire@loudandclaire.com
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On a beautiful September day, our church 
community came together for a wildly successful 
Feast of St. Matthew picnic and fun fest. A 
multitude of thanks to Darlia Clerico and Ildiko 
Gabor for leading a team of decorators and 
chefs to create a welcome setting for a 
delectable and abundant feast. And big thanks 
to Claire Fry for organizing a most fun and 
engaging festival for our young parishioners.

Scenes from the St. Matthew’s Parish Picnic and Fun Fest

Fr. Jay and his family

Magic show

Owen Kinney (L-R) SMPD Officer Jason 
Chice, Owen Harrigan

St. Matthew’s annual gala 
event brought out sailors 
and a few pirates from 
around the Peninsula. 
Thank you to the efforts 
of Lorin Flynn, Gala 
Chair Extraordinaire who 
made the magic happen!

- Photos by Jack Marsal

(L-R) Elinor Becher and 
friend

Ahoy Mateys!
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The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew is  

a family called by Christ . . .  
to Live God’s Love, 

to Share the Gospel, 
to Grow Spiritually. 

Come Celebrate with Us! 

Sunday Services at 8:00 am & 10:15 am 

The Tau Cross is the monthly newsletter of the Episcopal Church of St. 
Matthew. We welcome submissions that have a connection to the 
parish. Inclusion is at the discretion of the staff and may be edited for 
space or clarity. The deadline for articles is the 15th of the month and 
may be sent by email to Beth von Emster at 
beth.vonemster@gmail.com. Entries should follow these guidelines: 
Include title of event or article; 200 word maximum description 
including when, where, cost and contact information as applicable. 
Avoid abbreviations and other “insider” lingo. Further guidelines and 
tips available upon request. Tau Cross Staff: Editor, Beth von Emster; 
Associate Editor, Cherie Hammer; Layout & Design, Ming Lacey

Upcoming Events
November 2 Commemoration of All Faithful 

Departed

All Parish Thanksgiving

November 6 Taizé Service

November 13 Laundry Love

November 18 Fellowship Parents Meeting
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