The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew, San Mateo, California

THE

TAU CROSS

Stewardship: Transforming Generosity
It is often said that God is Love. For Christians, Jesus of
Nazareth Is the foremost expression of God’s love for the
world. In his life and ministry Jesus was generous with
his love for others.
Beyond his family, Jesus gave his
attention and love to his
disciples, his followers, and the
many more whom he
encountered: the poor, the sick
and even strangers along the way.
By all accounts
the love that
Jesus made
manifest was
compelling and
worked to form a
beloved
community of
followers. The
Christian faith has always
endeavored to embrace the
example that Jesus set for his
followers.

It is a beautiful scene that
honors both the visit of Jesus
among friends and the
unselfish hospitality of the two
sisters. Mary and Martha’s
support of Jesus and his
ministry
remains a
wonderful
example of
generosity and
love.

Life in the 21st
century is
quite a bit more complicated
than when Jesus travelled from
village to village preaching a
Gospel of generosity, hope, and
love. As a modern community of
As a Church community we
faith we venture to pool our
venture to surround ourselves
financial resources to support
with examples that remind us of the mission and ministry of our
tangible expressions of our faith parish. It is quite an undertaking
in action. While the recent
as our Church budget
vandalism to our Church
approaches one million dollars
windows remains a disturbing
and we venture to raise
incident, it has refocused our
$500,000 in our yearly
attention upon the great
stewardship campaign. For over
treasure of our stained glass. The 150 years St. Matthew’s has been
large window that was damaged a beacon proclaiming in word
portrayed the familiar account of and deed the love of God to our
Jesus visiting Mary and Martha. larger community.
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During our stewardship pledge
campaign, we endeavor to
provide facts and figures related
to our parish finances. At the
outset, however, it is helpful to
simply remember that giving is
our response to a God who loved
us first. Our financial
stewardship is an oﬀering that
connects the gratitude of our
lives to the ongoing mission of
Christ’s Church. “Winston
Churchill once said, “We make a
living by what we get, but make a
life by what we give.” In his life
and ministry, Jesus demonstrated
that when we are generous,
others respond in kind and that
it is in giving that we begin to
transform ourselves and the
world around us.
Blessings,
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Home and Family
I love rivalry games because of
the energy and suspense on the
field, and also because you can
feel how people love the places
they call home. Back in April I
attended a San Francisco Giants
game at AT&T Park, only to be

identity from the places they
have been. I think about our
people sporting gear from their
alma maters, displaying
something honoring their
military service, or proudly
wearing a sweatshirt from
Disneyland. All
of this makes me
wonder how
certain places
become so dear
to us that they
become integral
to our story. The
places we call
home are sacred
spots that form
who we are.

with how the people we meet
along the way become family.

My parents, Pedro and Dolores
Watan, left their home in the
Cordillera Mountains east of San
Gabriel, La Union, Philippines
and immigrated to the United
States in the 1960’s with the
intention of creating a better life
for themselves and their family.
My mother was a nurse, and my
dad was a career sailor in the U.S.
Navy. Together, they made a
home in San Francisco, bringing
over my grandparents and their
siblings. My brother Mark and I
grew up with a strong sense of
family and next of kin. My
parents were members of the
Giants home game? A sea of Dodger blue taking over the
Given the very
Episcopal Church of the
bleachers at AT&T Park in San Francisco
human challenges Philippines, so when they arrived
of hospitality,
in the USA they went on a
amazed at the huge number of
journey to find a local faith
Los Angeles Dodgers fans in the inclusion, harmonizing, fitting
community that felt like home.
stands. It seemed like 40% were in, and finding things in
common, the journey into a new To be honest, just as many of us
dressed in Dodger blue. While I
community, workplace, school or go church shopping today, this
believe a good number of folks
even a church can feel daunting. journey took a while.
were just visiting from Southern
Having been a newcomer many
California for the weekend,
times, I find that lifting up an
there were also many who now
abiding hope to find a home at
call the Bay Area home. Yet
“home” resonates in their hearts. the journey’s end also invites
creative possibilities. And since
At ballgames we can see patterns
each location is diﬀerent, each
of migration by who shows up.
place oﬀers the grace and
Folks with roots in places such
humility to learn and grow. Each
as New York, Chicago, St. Louis
circumstance invites us to live
and New England come en
into love, teach who we are, and
masse to support their visiting
be the one God created us to
teams. San Francisco Bay Area
My mom, brother and I at the Acolyte
folks do this too in other cities. be. I believe what makes a place
more like home has a lot to do
Festival at Grace Cathedral in 1983.
People take pride in claiming an
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And when my parents finally
found a spiritual home at St.
Barnabas Episcopal Church, a
mission congregation nestled in
the heart of the Excelsior
District in San Francisco, they
stayed because if felt like family.
It was a vibrant little church that
reflected the ethnic diversity of
that working class
neighborhood. The folks at St.
Barnabas became an integral
part of how I came to embrace
family. In my experience, church
is not like family, it is family. As
we get to talk story, and we learn
more about one another, I would
love to hear your story of how
you came to make the Episcopal
Church of St. Matthew your
spiritual home.
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to know our people, I have felt
welcomed, honored, and well
fed. The ministries we share
together reflect a wholesome
vibe, deep in connection and
rich with history. As we journey
together, sharing the good news
of Jesus the Christ, building up
the Kingdom of God and
continuing the legacy of faith
and community, I want to invite
us to be mindful that many more
folks are out there seeking and
searching for a place to call
home. Even more,
they are looking
for family! Are we
ready to welcome
them home?

This prayer for
travelers from
My first month at St. Matthew’s our Book of
has been like a journey of
Common Prayer
meeting family I have always had nicely holds the
but did not know until now.
tension of getting
From moving in to creating a
to the place God
space for gathering and getting
needs us to be:

O God, our heavenly Father, whose
glory fills the whole creation, and
whose presence we find wherever
we go: Preserve those who travel;
surround them with your loving
care; protect them from every
danger; and bring them in safety to
their journey's end; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Keep the faith, honor the
journey, and welcome home!
Blessings,
Jay+

Family Potluck at Charles House last month

Our group has a mission to support and grow in faith the families of
the church and Day School communities. We will get together on
October 12th for an informal Family Potluck at Charles House
from 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm; all are welcome! Our next discussion group
meeting will be in the church library from 9-10am on October 21st;
childcare provided. If you are not on the mailing list and want to get in on the fellowship fun, please
contact Claire Fry at claire@loudandclaire.com or 617-416-2641.
See You Soon!
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Angelic Faces: The Becher Family
Christina and Jeﬀ came to St. Matthew’s in 2002.
For this young couple, attending our church
services was love at first sight. They felt right at
home with the traditional liturgy and beautiful
music.
Christina, a cradle
Episcopalian, grew up in a
small town church in Pacific
Grove, where she was deeply
involved in the music
program. Music has always
played a major role in her life.
Christina sang in both the
school and church choirs. She
played the clarinet in her
school marching band and the
oboe in the orchestra. She was
seeking a strong music
program on the Peninsula to
keep her connected, and she
found it at St. Matthew’s. Four
days after attending her first
service at our church,
Christina found herself “jumping feet first" into
Thursday night choir practice and has never
looked back. In addition to her service in the
choir, Christina also serves as an acolyte. On
Pentecost Sunday, you will find Christina on the
chancel steps using sign language as the lay
readers read the Sunday lessons. Watching her
sign is mesmerizing. Christina says that "sign
language is like a dance and it's so very
expressive." She also is in her third year of serving
on the vestry. A mother of two, Christina lights
up when asked about what is new in Elinor’s (age
9) and Charlie's (age 5) lives.
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Jeﬀ was raised on the Peninsula and attended a
large Roman Catholic Church. Years later when
he met Christina, Jeﬀ was ecstatic to take part in
a more intimate environment at St. Matthew’s.
Now that they are parents, Jeﬀ focuses his St.
Matthew’s activities on making
sure his children participate in
church life. He is part of the
Fellowship Parents Group, and
you will always see him playing
and having fun with his
children during coﬀee hour in
Julia Beylard Hall.
It is important for Jeﬀ and
Christina that their children
attend Sunday School. Elinor
and Charlie have fun in Sunday
School and love playing with
the younger children as they
read stories to them. Both of
them are looking forward to
being a part of the new
Children's Chapel Service.
The Bechers are devoted to St. Matthew's, love
their church and say that, “St. Matthew’s is one of
the big rocks in our lives.” We appreciate you,
Christina, Jeﬀ, Elinor and Charlie, and all that
you do for St. Matthew’s.
With blessings and a grateful heart,
Darlia Clerico

If you have an idea for a parishioner to be profiled
in this column, please contact Darlia Clerico at
darliahclerico@gmail.com.
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Sunday Coffee Hour
The rotation for bringing treats to coﬀee hour
after the Sunday service is as follows:.
October 7:

A-D

October 14:

E-J

October 21:

K-P

October 28:

Q-S

We ask you to please put the food you are
bringing on a paper plate (rather than in a
package) and place it on the table in Julia
Beylard Hall.

Ahoy St Matthew’s Mateys!
You are cordially invited to join your fellow
parishioners for the
St. Matthew’s Yacht Club Gala

Saturday, October 6th
The SS St. Matthew sails at 5:00 pm with
Social Hour on the Courtyard Deck
Dinner in the Julia Beylard Hall Galley at
6:00 pm
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Where Are the Altar Flowers?
Sunday, November 18th at 11:45 pm
Would you be surprised if you came to church on
Sunday and there were no flowers on the altar,
chalices ready for Communion, beautiful hangings
on the pulpit or the altars, or lighted candles?
What about the preparations for baptisms or
weddings or festive decorations for Christmas and
Easter? The Altar Guild is the ministry responsible
for assisting the clergy and taking care of all of
these church services.
If you are seeking a quiet and caring ministry that
accomplishes a great deal and oﬀers great personal
and spiritual satisfaction, consider the Altar Guild.
Don't be bashful, ask the questions, speak with a
clergy member or an Altar Guild member, and sit
in on a meeting. Our next meeting is November
18th at 11:45 am in the Conference Room. Hope
we see you there!
- Sonia Warfield, Director

Feast of St. Francis Pet
Blessing and Eucharist
Sunday, October 7th at 10:15 am
Pets of all varieties are welcome to attend the
Feast of St. Francis on Sunday, October 7th at
10:15in the courtyard. Details to follow in the Ivy
Leaf bulletin.

Auction to follow dinner
Tickets are $40.

Don’t miss this fabulous voyage!
RSVP with Victoria in the church oﬃce,
vlwolcott@episcopalstmatthew.org or
650-342-1481
Cash, checks and credit cards accepted
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Milestones
Baptisms, September 23
Lucas Orin Santini
Owen Kenney
Emma Kenney

In Memoriam - Lois Dresser

Beloved parishioner Lois Dresser, August 23.
Lois and her husband Duane were
parishioners for 50 years before moving to
Delaware in 2012 to be near family. Lois was
an exceptionally active parishioner during her
many decades at St. Matthew’s, including
leadership roles in Christian Social Relations,
the League for Service and as Junior Warden
on the Vestry. She served for many years on
the Altar Guild, including as a wedding
coordinator. She was a member of the Master
Planning Committee that oversaw the
expansion and renovation of St. Matthew’s
beginning in 2010. She was a gracious host,
holding many church-related events in her
home. Lois is deeply missed.

In Memoriam - Mina Tennyson

Beloved parishioner Mina Tennyson, August
25. Mina wore numerous hats over her several
decades as a parishioner. As president of the
League for Service, she hosted meetings at
house with her signature grace and sense of
fun. Mina single-handedly ran the church
kitchen and worked tirelessly in the Thrift
Shop for many years (including repairing
jewelry donations with her husband Roger).
She also served on Vestry. Mina is survived by
her husband of 59 years, parishioner Roger
Tennyson. She is dearly missed by her family
and many friends at St. Matthew’s.
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Second Harvest Food Bank
and St. Matthew’s
When you go grocery shopping,
please consider picking up a few
extra canned goods or other nonperishable items. You can leave
your food donations either in the basket at the back
of the church or at the church oﬃce. These
donations will be placed in a Second Harvest
collection barrel for pick-up.
We appreciate your thoughtfulness, and thank you
for your donations.

Make Beautiful Music!
Love the bell choir at St. Matthew’s? You can be a
part of this beautiful music by joining the group!
No special expertise is needed — youth (middle
school age and up) along with adults are
encouraged to participate. Come to a rehearsal
(most Sundays at 11:30 am in the Lower School
Music Room) to learn more. Or contact Cherie
Hammer: chammer1248@gmail.com.

Women’s Spirituality Group
Women of all ages are invited to join us for a
women’s spirituality group. We meet every week
throughout the year at Charles House on Mondays
at 9:15 am. This is a small group opportunity to
reflect on scripture, God’s presence in our lives
and the challenges of discipleship, and engage in
prayer. For more information, please contact
Victoria Wolcott or Ginger Fortmiller via the
church oﬃce.
THE TAU CROSS https://episcopalstmatthew.org
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United Thank Offering

Dining With A Purpose

Sunday, October 14th

Each month, our parish comes together at a diﬀerent
restaurant. We enjoy fellowship and the restaurant
donates part of our purchases to St. Matthew’s. In
September we dined at 31st Union in San Mateo.

It is time for our fall United Thank Oﬀering
(UTO) Ingatherng. The gifts from the United
Thank Oﬀering go to projects and ministries
around the diocese, the country and the world.
Grants range from a few thousand dollars to many
tens of thousands of dollars.
Our gifts to UTO are meant to be daily gifts of
Thanksgiving, which is why many people keep
blue boxes on their kitchen tables or on the desks
in their oﬃces into which to slip a coin or bill at a
thankful moment. Every daily gift combines with
gifts from around our church and diocese to make
possible the gifts that the UTO board distributes
annually.
A UTO collection will take place during the
services on October 14.

Our next "Dining with a Purpose" venue is Pizza My
Heart on October 23.This will be our last event for
the 2018 culinary calendar year. If you have a favorite
restaurant that you would like to see added to our
culinary adventures please
let me know and I will
reach out and coordinate a
date. Thank you to
everyone for your support
of this fun fundraiser.It has
helped bridge the gap in
our church budget.
Margot DeWitt, Kitty Van
Beckum, Anne Hinds, Lorin
Flynn

- Photos by Ildiko Gabor

With many thanks for your continuing generosity,
Albe Larsen, St. Matthew’s UTO Coordinator

Raymond and Casey Schulz

Jane Dunbar, Whitney
Simonds

Taizé Candlelight Service
Tuesday, October 2 nd at 7:00 pm
Side Chapel

Everyone is invited to attend this ecumenical
service characterized by meditative silence,
repetitive songs, scripture and prayer. Taizé is the
first Tuesday of every month (year around) in the
side chapel. Be sure to save the date for the next
Taizé service on November 6th. To sign up for
reminder emails, please visit https://
episcopalstmatthew.org/worship/taizecandlelight-service.
THE TAU CROSS https://episcopalstmatthew.org
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The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew is
a family called by Christ . . .

Upcoming Events

to Live God’s Love,

October 2

Taizé Service

to Share the Gospel,

October 6

Gala Auction

to Grow Spiritually.

October 7

Feast of St. Francis/Blessing of
the Animals

Sunday Services at 8:00 am & 10:15 am

October 12

Family Potluck

The Tau Cross is the monthly newsletter of the Episcopal Church of St.
Matthew. We welcome submissions that have a connection to the
parish. Inclusion is at the discretion of the staff and may be edited for
space or clarity. The deadline for articles is the 15th of the month and
may be sent by email to Beth von Emster at
beth.vonemster@gmail.com. Entries should follow these guidelines:
Include title of event or article; 200 word maximum description
including when, where, cost and contact information as applicable.
Avoid abbreviations and other “insider” lingo. Further guidelines and
tips available upon request. Tau Cross Staff: Editor, Beth von Emster;
Associate Editor, Cherie Hammer; Layout & Design, Ming Lacey

October 14

UTO Offering
Home and Hope Concert

October 21

Fellowship Parent Discussion
Group

October 23

Dining with a Purpose

October 27

Fright Fest

Come Celebrate with Us!

Or Current
Resident
Or Current
Resident
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