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responsibility. Together we share 
in the joy of Lindsay’s new call as 
Rector of St. Mary’s parish in 

Vancouver, 
British 
Columbia.

In the days 
ahead it is my 
hope that 
parishioners 
will take the 

opportunity to reflect upon and 
share with Lindsay some of the 
meaningful experiences that 
have bound our lives together. I 
know that my life and ministry 
have been enriched by the work 
of a colleague who cares deeply 
for the future of the people of 
God. I give thanks that Lindsay 
has so generously shared her 
talents for the benefit of our 

common ministry. As Lindsay 
and her family prepare to move 
“north of the boarder,” we send 
our blessings for safe travel and 
wish them Godspeed.  

Blessings, 
Fr. Eric+

Message from Reverend Lindsay
Earlier in the spring, a few members of our 

youth group gathered with Rev. Charlotte (from 
St. Paul’s) and me at a park near St. Paul’s. There 
we joined Rev. Michael Arase-Barham to go on a 
mini-pilgrimage and explore this ancient practice 
together. I have been long been in awe of 
Michael’s studies and the practical application of 
pilgrimage to his spiritual life. Having walked the 
Camino de Santiago, the Way of St. James, in 
Spain several times, his stories of friends met, 
encounters exchanged, and prayers made have 
always captivated my interest. The Camino was 

one of the most important Christian pilgrimages 
during the Middle Ages, and it remains a major 
site of Christians to this day.

As we gathered, he explained that one of the 
most important aspects of pilgrimage is 
acknowledging when we move from one space to 
another. As we talked about the “threshold” over 
which our daily life changed to one of holy 
pilgrimage, my mind began to wander as I 
thought of all the many thresholds I have 
encountered over these four and a half years at St. 

I hope that many of you will be 
able to attend our worship 
services on Sunday, May 13th. 
We will officially 
say farewell to 
Rev. Lindsay as 
she celebrates 
her last day of 
service with us 
in the role of 
Associate 
Rector. At both 
the 8:00am and 10:15am services 
and the coffee hours following, 
we will have the opportunity to 
give thanks for Lindsay’s almost 
five years of service in our midst 
and offer our prayers and well 
wishes for her future ministry. 
The nature of the roll of 
Associate Rector is to gain 
experience and then advance to 
positions of increased 
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St. Matthew’s Celebrates Easter

Matthew’s. I remembered my first step onto 
campus, my first step into the sanctuary, my first 
Eucharist here, and so many other distinct 
moments in this season of my 
earthly pilgrimage.  

As I prepare to leave this 
community of faith with which I 
have traveled over these past years, 
I am mindful of the very physical 
threshold of the border my family 
will physically cross over as we seek 
to establish a new home in a 
foreign country. What makes 
pilgrimage so powerful is the many people 
one encounters on one’s journey and the way 
they reveal God in unanticipated and 
unexpected ways. St. Matthew’s has offered 
some of the best companions for this most 
holy journey. I am comforted during this time 
by your prayers and your continual support 

for my family and me. So, as we prepare to go 
our separate ways, I invite you to think of 
what thresholds await you, whether it be here 

at St. Matthew’s in new ministries 
or relationships or in the world 
around you. May we look forward 
to them with eager anticipation, 
knowing that we are living members 
of Christ’s body, once broken but 
now made whole and revealed in 
one another. We are Easter people 
on the threshold of Pentecost, 
eagerly awaiting the descent of the 

Holy Spirit to come and stir up in us 
something new. Do you perceive it?

With all my love and deep gratitude,
Lindsay+

Photos  1-3 & 5 by Darlia Clerico, Photo  4  by Gabie Noack
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Numerous volunteers and church 
staff came together for another 
beautiful Easter at St. Matthew’s. 
We  owe a debt of gratitude to 
the Altar Guild for the beautiful 
church decoration, to the choirs 
and their directors for the 
exquisite music, and to the clergy 
for the lovely services.
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Christian Formation: 
Inquirer’s Classes

Fr. Eric will teach a class providing an introduction  
to Episcopal tradition and the St. Matthew’s 
community. Topics covered will include our 
church’s identity, values, beliefs, ministries and 
historical context. While all are welcome, the 
content will be especially helpful for those who are  
new to St. Matthew’s. The Class will meet for five 
sessions from 9:10-10:00 in the Conference Room 
of St. Matthew’s Hall on May 6, 20, 27 and June  3.  

Getting to Know American 
Muslims and Their Faith

Sunday, June 3
Following the 10:15 service on Sunday, June 3 in Julia 
Beylard Hall, we are pleased to welcome Maha 
Elgenaidi of Islamic Networks Group (ING), who 
will speak about Getting to Know American 
Muslims and Their Faith. This presentation begins 
with basic terminology and demographics of 
Muslims in the United States and the world, and 
describes the major beliefs and practices of Islam, 
including major Muslim holidays. It also addresses 
common misconceptions about Islam and Muslims 
and describes its relationship with other religions, 
including Judaism and Christianity. Maha is the 
founder of ING. She authors training handbooks on 
American Muslim outreach and seminars on 
developing cultural competency with the American 
Muslim community. She received an M.A. in 
religious studies from Stanford University and B.A in 
political science and economics from the American 
University in Cairo. She has taught classes on Islam 
at Santa Clara University, Stanford University, and 
the University of California at Santa Cruz. 

-Kitty Van Beckum

Two People, Two Books, One 
Community 

Our collaboration with Peninsula Temple Beth El, 
San Mateo, for a three-part discussion of Harold 
Kushner’s To Life! and Marcus Borg’s Meeting Jesus 
Again for the First Time continues on Wednesday, 
May 23 at 7:30pm for our final session at Peninsula  
Temple Beth El. RSVP to the church office.

Upcoming Events

We are always looking at ways to increase financial 
support of the parish. We are excited now to be 
linked to Amazon.com!  Simply visit http://
smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1186209, log into your 
Amazon account when prompted, and set St. 
Matthew’s as the organization you wish to support. 
Then, whenever you do your Amazon shopping, go 
to smile.amazon.com. The website functions 
exactly like regular Amazon, but St. Matthew’s will 
instantly receive .5% of all of your purchases!  It’s a 
win-win: whenever you shop there for the things 
you normally buy, St. Matthew’s receives funds to 
support parish ministries.

May 1 Taizé Service

May 6 Christian Formation Class 
Youth Group End-of-Year Party

May 11 Young Adults and Families Dinner 
Group

May 13 Celebration of Rev. Lindsay

May 20 Pentacost 
United Thank Offering 
CELEBRATE Sunday 
Christian Formation Class 
Parenting Group

May 23 Book Discussion with Peninsula 
Temple Beth El

May 27 Christian Formation Class

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1186209
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1186209
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1186209
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1186209
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This month’s subject: Claire Fry

Adapted from the pages for Vanity Fair by the Rectorina, Anne Hinds. Please contact Anne at 
anne.hinds@oracle.com to make suggestions for future subjects of this column.

Our Junior Warden, a voice actor, has been married to Tom for 10 years. She grew up in the Foreign 
Service. Claire is mother to three beautiful children, Tommy, Amelia and Joshua (Tommy is actually 
Thomas Walker Fry, VIIII) (ask Claire about her family history going back to the Revolutionary War). 
She muses about meeting a city with no map, her busiest year, and why “yes” may not be the best 
response…

What brought you to St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church?  
Looked like the churches I grew up with

How long have you been at St. Matthew’s? 6 years 

What is your current state of mind? Tired

What is your favorite journey? Anything brand-new 
– new city on foot without a map, or a party 
where I do not know anyone  

What is your greatest fear? Anything happening to 
our kids 

What secret ambition do you have? Being published 
anywhere  

What trait do you most deplore in others? Valuing 
things over people 

What is your greatest extravagance? Starbucks

What do you consider the most overrated virtue?

Sticking to your guns

Which living person do you most admire? Lin-Manuel 
Miranda (composer of Hamilton) 

Which words or phrases do you most overuse?

Awesome 

What is your greatest regret? SK - Was not able to 
make it home from Korea for my father’s death 

What or who is the greatest love of your life? Tom 

When and where were the happiest? The day I was 
married and the births of my children

Which talent would you most like to have? Being able 
to sing  

If you could change one thing about yourself, what 
would it be? Stop saying yes to everything 

If you could change one thing about your family, what 
would it be? Wish we all lived closer to one other 

What do you consider your greatest achievement? This 
year serving as Junior Warden – full-time mom 
and growing my business – lots to do 

What is your most treasured possession? My journal 

What do you regard as the lowest depths of misery? 
Being trapped 

Where would you like to live? Somewhere I could 
speak French

What is our favorite occupation? Reading a book and 
drinking a cup of tea 

What is the quality you most like in a woman? Lifting 
other women up 

What is the quality you most like in a man? 
Enthusiasm

Who are your favorite writers? George Saunders, 
Shakespeare, Anthony Doerr, Elizabeth Bishop 

Who is your favorite hero? The pioneers 

How would you like to die? Surrounded by my 
family

What is your motto? Be yourself – everyone else is 
taken

Getting to Know Our Congregation

mailto:anne.hinds@oracle.com
mailto:anne.hinds@oracle.com
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All Things YG3!
All middle and high school youth are invited to our End of Year Party on Sunday, May 6 from 4-6pm at 
St. Matthew’s.

A Pilgrimage Opportunity: June 24-30  
Pathways 2018 is an event open to all youth finishing grades 7-12. Now in its third year, Pathways will 
take us to Sonoma County where we will explore matters of social and eco-justice as we journey to the 
ocean, visit historical sites of immigration in the Bay Area, and meet with people in these communities 
who are engaging in the work of reconciling us and creation to God. Youth from throughout Northern 
California will be participating. 

More details can be found here:  http://www.norcalepiscopal.org/pathwaysyouthpilgrimage

To RSVP, please contact Fr. Eric at the church office.

Summer Service Trip Opportunity: July 15-21 
The Rev. Alan Gates at Epiphany, San Carlos will be leading a Northern California service trip in July. 
They hope to work for a few days at the Farm Sanctuary in Orland, CA (https://www.farmsanctuary.org/), 
among other experiences. They expect to camp for at least part of the trip. Contact the Rev. Alan Gates 
at gatesbox@gmail.com for more information. 

Spring United  Thank Offering 

Sunday, May 20
It is time for our spring United 
Thank Offering (UTO) 
ingathering. The gifts from the 
United Thank Offering go to 
projects such as the program at 
St. Edmund’s, Pacifica, to teach 
people how to grow and cook 
their own vegetables and much 
larger programs like the 
Mission Department of the 
Episcopal Church to support 
missionaries and young adults 
around the world. Grants range 
from a few thousand dollars to 
many tens of thousands of 
dollars depending on the 
project and the need.

Our gifts to UTO are meant to 
be daily gifts of Thanksgiving, 
which is why many people 
keep blue boxes on their 
kitchen tables or on the desks 
in their offices into which to 
slip a coin or bill at a thankful 
moment. Every daily gift 
combines with gifts from 
around our church and diocese 
to make possible the gifts the 
UTO board distributes 
annually. 

A wonderful thing about UTO 
is that 100% of every gift goes 
to outreach programs, because 
nearly 100 years ago a group of 

forward-thinking people 
established a fund that is still 
large enough to cover all of 
UTO’s administrative costs.

A UTO collection will take 
place during the services on 
May 20. Please be generous in 
your gift, and think of all you 
have for which to be thankful. 
With my thanks to St. 
Matthew’s for your continuing 
generosity.

-Albe Larsen, St. Matthew’s UTO 
Coordinator

http://www.norcalepiscopal.org/pathwaysyouthpilgrimage
http://www.norcalepiscopal.org/pathwaysyouthpilgrimage
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On CELEBRATE Sundays at the 10:15 service, 
there is no church school; instead, children and 
youth participate actively in the liturgy as ushers, 
greeters, readers, acolytes and more! These 
services are a great opportunity for our 
congregation to connect inter-generationally. Our 
next one is May 20 on Pentecost.

New - Parenting Group 

Parents of toddlers, tiny tykes, and school-aged 
children gather in the church library (second floor 
of Julia Beylard Hall) throughout the year to 
discuss issues important to the lives of our 
families. We gather at 9:00am (in between the 
church services). Our next gatherings will be May 
20 and June 10. Hope to see you there! See Claire 
Fry for more information.

Baptisms 
If you or someone you know is interested in 
receiving the Sacrament of Baptism, please contact 
the church office or talk to a member of the clergy.  
The next baptism date is May 20 on Pentacost. 
The  one  following  will  take  place  in  the  fall.   

May 6: A-D

May 13: E-J 

May 20: K-P 

May 27: Q-S
We ask you to please put the food you are bringing 
on a paper plate (rather than in a package) and 
place it on the table in Julia Beylard Hall.  

The rotation for bringing treats to coffee hour 
after the Sunday service is as follows:. 

Sunday Coffee Hour 

CELEBRATE Sundays 

Sunday, May 20

Taizé Candlelight Service 

Everyone is invited to attend 
this ecumenical service 
characterized by meditative 
silence, repetitive songs, 
scripture and prayer. Taizé is 
the first Tuesday of every 
month (year around) in the 
side chapel. Be sure to save 

the date for the next Taizé service on May 1. To 
sign up for reminder emails, please visit https://
episcopalstmatthew.org/worship/taize-candlelight-
service. 

Tuesday, May 1 at 7pm, Side Chapel

Young Adult & Family Dinner 
Group – NEW LOCATION 

Friday, May 11
Young adults and families with school age 
children gather for a potluck dinner, fellowship, 
play time for the children and adult conversation 
for the grown-ups. We gather for dinner the 
second Friday of every month from 6-8pm at 
Charles House (Early Childhood Center). Our 
next dinner will be May 11. Be sure to RSVP to 
Janine Gerzanics, Claire Fry or through the 
Facebook event so we know you are coming! 

Sunday, May 20

Milestones 
Baptisms 
Matthew  Weaver,  March  31 

In  Memoriam 
Lurline  Coonan,  April  13 

https://episcopalstmatthew.org/worship/taize-candlelight-service
https://episcopalstmatthew.org/worship/taize-candlelight-service
https://episcopalstmatthew.org/worship/taize-candlelight-service
https://episcopalstmatthew.org/worship/taize-candlelight-service
https://episcopalstmatthew.org/worship/taize-candlelight-service
https://episcopalstmatthew.org/worship/taize-candlelight-service
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Angelic Faces: Kathleen  and  Ron  Gantvoort

Ron and Kathleen have been parishioners for 
over 33 years. When they first visited St. 
Matthew’s, they were in awe of its beauty and 
knew that this is where they would get married. 
Kathleen is a cradle Episcopalian but her faith 
began at age 10 when she joined the choir at 
Transfiguration. Thus began her life-long love of 
church and sacred music. Ron faithfully attended 
church services with his sister and parents his 
whole childhood. 

It did not take the 
Gantvoorts long to form 
good friendships and get 
involved with parish life. 
They joined the 
Hospitality Couples Club 
and got to know other 
people with like interests. 
Using her excellent 
administration skills, 
Kathleen became 
Couples Club co-chair as 
well as president of St. 
Catherine’s. She joined 
the Vestry for three years and became secretary. 
She has sung in the choir since 1985. If you listen 
carefully on your way to communion, you will 
hear her beautiful soprano voice. 

Ron has been head usher for over 20 years. You 
will see him on a regular basis in the Narthex, 
warmly greeting each person with his sweet 
smile. The head usher has many responsibilities: 
finding reliable and committed people, training 
them, organizing a monthly schedule, and making 
sure that newcomers feel welcomed. Ron does 
this with ease and care. He also ensures that the 
collection plate money is counted, placed in 

church velvet bags, and put in the church safe for 
bank deposit. Ron hands out and collects yellow 
welcome cards, ensuring that the church office 
has this important information. 

Along the way, Kathleen and Ron raised two 
wonderful young men; Jonathan, age 26 and 
Jeremy, age 18.  Both of them are well mannered, 
warm, friendly, smart and very devoted to their 
parents.

Ron and Kathleen find inspiration in many facets 
of St. Matthew’s 
including close 
connections, friendships, 
the clergy, the choir, 
raising their family in the 
church rituals including 
baptisms and Sunday 
School, and the formality 
of the Rite II service.

The Gantvoorts’ love of 
St. Matthew’s is evident 
and inspiring to anyone 
who meets them. They 

show their love of God in all that they do for 
other parishioners and their church. They are the 
first ones to say, "How can I help you?" We are 
blessed by this family.

If you have an idea for a parishioner to be 
profiled in this column, please contact Darlia 
Clerico at darliahclerico@gmail.com.

With gratitude and blessings, 
Darlia Clerico

mailto:darliahclerico@gmail.com
mailto:darliahclerico@gmail.com
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THE TAU CROSS
The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew is a family called by 

Christ . . .  

to live God’s Love, 
to share the Gospel, 
to grow Spiritually 

Come celebrate with us! 

Service is at 8:00 am & 10:15 am each Sunday 

Morning Prayer, 9 am, Tuesdays & Thursdays 
Rite I Holy Eucharist, 9 am, Fridays

The Tau Cross is the monthly newsletter of the Episcopal Church of St. 
Matthew. We welcome submissions that have a connection to the 
parish. Inclusion is at the discretion of the staff and may be edited for 
space or clarity. The deadline for articles is the 15th of the month and 
may be sent by email to Beth von Emster at bvonemster@yahoo.com 
or deposited in the Tau Cross mailbox in the church office. Entries 
should follow these guidelines: Include title of event or article; 200 
word maximum description including when, where, cost and contact 
information as applicable. Avoid abbreviations and other “insider” 
lingo. Further guidelines and tips available upon request. Tau Cross 
Staff: Editor, Beth von Emster; Associate Editor, Cherie Hammer; 
Layout & Design, Ming Lacey

Upcoming Events
May 1 Taizé Service

May 6 Christian Formation Class 
Youth Group End-of-Year Party

May 11 Young Adults and Families Dinner 
Group

May 13 Celebration of Rev. Lindsay

May 20 Pentacost 
United Thank Offering 
CELEBRATE Sunday 
Christian Formation Class 
Parenting Group

May 23 Book Discussion with Peninsula 
Temple Beth El

May 27 Christian Formation Class


