
The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew, San Mateo, California June 2018 Vol. XXXII No. 6

THE TAU CROSS    https://episcopalstmatthew.org �1

THE TAU CROSS
To Serve with Love

Fr. Eric’s Message 1 ........................
Rev. Lindsay’s Farewell 2 ................
Many Thanks to David Flemate 2 ..
Day School Graduation 2 ...............
Sunday Coffee Hour 2 ....................
Thrift Shop Spring Tea 3 ................
New Parenting Group 4 .................
Earth Day Beach Clean Up 4 .........
Christian Formation: Inquirer’s 
Classes 5 ..........................................
Getting to Know American 
Muslims and Their Faith 5 ..............
Take Me Out To the Ball Game 5 ...
Women’s Spirituality Group 5 .......
Cookbook Project 6 ........................
Taizé Candlelight Service 6 ...........
Youth Group 6 .................................
AmazonSmile 7 ...............................
Dining with a Purpose 7 .................
Ducky's Splash Cards 7 ..................
Memorial Book Entry: New 
Dalmatic and Tunicle 7 ...................
Second Harvest Food Bank 7 ........

process for ministries that 
require training are not obvious 
to the person sitting in the pew 
on any given Sunday. To that 
end, I would like to extend an 
invitation to anyone who 

discerns an 
interest in 
serving our 
parish in one of 
the four 
following 
ministries that 
require a 
commitment to 

undertake specific training.

Lectors and Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers are two ministries that 
are offered in the context of 
worship on Sundays and Major 
Feast days. Starting with the gift 
of a good reading voice, Lectors 
receive training that focuses 
upon the use of voice and 
identifies some of the challenges 
of reading scripture as public 
proclamation. Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers assist the clergy with 
the distribution of the 
consecrated bread and wine 
during worship. Our Diocese 
offers training for both of these 
ministries roughly twice a year, 
usually at a Saturday workshop. 
If you are interested in either of 
these ministries, you should chat 

with someone who already 
serves in this capacity and then 
express your interest to a 
member of the clergy.

For years now, our Sunday 
School has used the curriculum 
of Godly Play to engage our 
young parishioners in the stories 
of the Bible. Godly Play Training 
equips adults with the tools to 
retell the stories of scripture in a 
way that evokes wonder and awe 
from young listeners. The fairly 
extensive training for Godly 
Play is balanced by the great 
reward of engaging young minds 
with great biblical narratives. 
One can get started with a single 
day workshop offered several 

One of the basic tenants of 
Christianity is that we live out 
our faith - not just on Sundays, 
but every day of the week in the 
midst of the hundreds of 
ordinary encounters that make 
up our life.  Our 
participation in 
regular Sunday 
worship works 
to shape and 
form our 
understanding 
of our faith, 
connects us 
with God, and allows us 
experience our faith in the 
context of a larger community. 
Our baptismal vows affirm that 
each of us has unique gifts to 
share with one another and the 
world.  

Some areas of Christian service 
require special training. 
Ordained ministry is an obvious 
example in which several years 
of seminary education are a 
prerequisites to becoming a 
priest in the Episcopal Church. 
In the life of our parish, several 
ministries require training in 
order to serve. Requirements 
range from a half-day session of 
instruction to several months of 
hands-on learning. Sometimes 
the recruitment and instruction 
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We Will Miss You, Reverend 
Lindsay! 

A farewell service 
and reception on 
May 13th marked 
the conclusion of 
Reverend Lindsay 
Marie Hills’ 
ministry at St. 
Matthew’s. 
Warmest well 
wishes as she 
embarks on her new 
calling as rector of 
St. Mary’s 
Kerrisdale in 
Vancouver, Canada. 

times per year. Janine Gerzanics 
can provide more information to 
anyone who is interested.

If you are looking for a ministry 
that builds on the opportunity 
for quiet spiritual reflection and 
service, you might consider the 
Altar Guild. This ministry 
expands one’s knowledge of the 
liturgical year and places one in 

contact with the elements used 
in our worship services.  
Training is hands-on and 
involves being paired with a 
more experienced Altar Guild 
member.  Interested candidates 
should contact Sonia Warfield 
or a member of the clergy.

One of the great things about 
parish life is that it brings 

together people with a wide 
variety of talents. In whatever 
way you manage to share your 
talents, know that your service is 
greatly appreciated.   

Blessings, 

St. Matthew's Episcopal Day School is pleased to 
announce that its eighth grade students will be 
graduating on the evening of June 7th at 6:00pm at 
St. Matthew's Episcopal Church. Parishioners are 
most welcome to attend. 

Day School Graduation 

Thursday, June 7

June 3: A-D

June 10: E-J 

June 17: K-P 

June 24: Q-S

We ask you to please put the food you are bringing 
on a paper plate (rather than in a package) and place 
it on the table in Julia Beylard Hall.  

The rotation for bringing treats to coffee hour after 
the Sunday service is as follows:. 

Sunday Coffee Hour 

Many Thanks to  
David Flemate, Retiring 

Newsletter Graphic Designer 
For more than five years, David Flemate has lent his 
creativity and skill to the layout of this newsletter. He 
has made many improvements along the way. Many 

thanks to David for his contribution of time and talent 
to this endeavor. He will be missed among the 

newsletter staff. 

A warm welcome to Ming Lacey, who has stepped 
forward to take over the layout. Thank you, Ming! 

-Beth von Emster

Rev. Lindsay with sons Taylor and 
Sidney
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Thrift Shop Spring Tea: Thank you!

Thank you to the many 
volunteers and participants who 
made the St. Matthew’s Thrift 
Shop Spring Tea such a success! 
Because of their efforts, $1,600 
was raised for the Organ Fund. 
Kudos to Diana Dykes and 
Luna Stafford for their 
leadership, vision and 
dedication. Planning, setting 
up, greeting, preparing, serving 
and cleaning up required an 
enormous commitment of time 
and talent.

Thank you to their team of 
“Thrifty’s” who helped pull off 
the event: Jeri Blatt, Alex 
Brammer, Laurel Brinkman, 
Maria Devito, Linda and Tom 
Doherty, Jane Dunbar, Kathy 
Eyre, Jo Anne Gates, Esther 
Halwani, Carolyn Hodges, 
Stannie Holt, Ann Murray, 
Karen Nelson, Patti Piplick, 
Dotty Prey, Charlene Prisk, 
Kathy Ross, and Whitney 
Simonds.

Thanks to youth choir director 
Suki Jang, the youth and junior 
choirs, the soloists and pianist 
for gracing the event with a 
selection of Broadway hits. And 
many thanks to donors Jeri and 
John Blatt, Brian Dykes, Janine 
Gerzanics, San Mateo Florist, 
Thai Tamarind Restaurant and 
Vivace Ristorante. 

(L-R): Zoe, Tiara, Amelia, Aysha, Jackelyn, Celeste, Gia, 
Isobel, Hyan Suk, Zoe, Elinor, Audrey, Mina

Rev. Lindsay Hills, Sidney

Hyan Suk, Tiara, Aysha

Elana Cowen

Front (L-R): Hyan Suk, Isobel, Aysha, Zoe, Amelia, Celeste, Audrey, Jackelyn, Gia  
Back (L-R): Elana Cowan, David Von Bargen, Mina, Elinor, Tiara, Zoe, Owen 

McInnis
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Fellowship Parents Group: Come Join Us!

Introducing a new ministry at 
St. Matthew's: the Fellowship 
Parents Group! This new group 
has a mission to support and 
grow the families of the church 
and Day School communities. 
Parents meet monthly in the 
church library for a discussion 
group to develop relationships 
and share ideas about raising 
children in Christ. Past topics 
have included, "How Do We 
Deepen Caring 
Conversations?" and, "How Do 
We Pray As A Family?" 

We also meet on the second 
Friday of every month for a 
family potluck dinner. We 

share in fellowship as our 
children play together and 
develop lifelong friendships. 
The food is good, too! Several 
times a year the FPG hosts 
outreach and community 
events that align with our 
mission to raise children who 
love and serve God and their 
community. This picture below 
is from our most recent event, 
an Earth Day Beach Cleanup 
at Coyote Point (followed by 
pizza, of course!).

Our last Fellowship Parents 
Group meeting of the school 
year is June 10th from 9-10am 
in the church library. We will 

also host a bowling playdate 
and a hiking trip during the 
summer, dates to be 
announced. Contact Claire Fry 
at loudandclairevo@gmail.com 
for details.

We welcome all expectant 
parents and those with young 
and school-age children. 

-Claire Fry

St. Matthew’s Earth Day Beach Clean Up
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Christian Formation: 
Inquirer’s Classes

Fr.  Eric  continues  his  multi-session  class  
providing  an  introduction  to  Episcopal  
tradition  and  the  St.  Matthew’s  community.  
Topics  covered  include  our  church’s  identity,  
values,  beliefs,  ministries  and  historical  context.  
While  all  are  welcome,  the  content  will  be 
especially helpful  for  those  who  are  new  to  St. 
Matthew’s. The  last  two  sessions  will  take  place  
on  June  3rd  and  10th  from  9:10  am-10:00  am  
in the Conference  Room  of  St.  Matthew’s  Hall.

Getting to Know American 
Muslims and Their Faith 

Sunday, June 3
Following the 10:15 service on Sunday, June 3 in 
Julia Beylard Hall, we are pleased to welcome Maha 
Elgenaidi of Islamic Networks Group (ING), who 
will speak about Getting to Know American Muslims 
and Their Faith. This presentation begins with basic 
terminology and demographics of Muslims in the 
United States and the world, and describes the 
major beliefs and practices of Islam, including 
major Muslim holidays. It also addresses common 
misconceptions about Islam and Muslims and 
describes its relationship with other religions, 
including Judaism and Christianity. Maha is the 
founder of ING. She authors training handbooks 
on American Muslim outreach and seminars on 
developing cultural competency with the American 
Muslim community. She received an M.A. in 
religious studies from Stanford University and B.A 
in political science and economics from the 
American University in Cairo. She has taught 
classes on Islam at Santa Clara University, Stanford 
University, and the University of California at Santa 
Cruz. 

-Kitty Van Beckum

When was the last time that 
you got to see a Giants 
baseball game, with great 
seats, a hotdog and a soda 
included - all for $12.00? At 
these prices, your whole 
family and your neighbors can 

go to the game! Join your fellow St. Matthew’s 
parishioners to see the San Jose Giants take on the 
Visalia Rawhide this Father’s Day June 17, 2018. 
The first pitch is scheduled for 1:00 pm, giving 
everyone plenty of time to travel to the game after 
church. We have procured a block of 24 tickets to 
be distributed on a first come, first paid basis. 
Contact via the church office if you are interested. 
This outing is being organized by the newly 
organized Men’s Group at St. Matthew’s. See you 
at the ballpark!

Take Me Out To the Ball 
Game - On Father’s Day! 

Sunday, June 17

Women of all ages are invited to join us for a 
women’s spirituality group. We meet every week 
throughout the year at Charles House on Mondays 
at 9:15 am. This is a small group opportunity to 
reflect on scripture, God’s presence in our lives 
and the challenges of discipleship, and engage in 
prayer. For more information, please contact 
Victoria Wolcott or Ginger Fortmiller via the 
church office.

Women’s Spirituality Group
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Youth Group
A Pilgrimage Opportunity: June 24-30  
Pathways 2018 is an event open to all youth finishing grades 7-12. Now in its third year, Pathways will 
take us to Sonoma County where we will explore matters of social and eco-justice as we journey to the 
ocean, visit historical sites of immigration in the Bay Area, and meet with people in these communities 
who are engaging in the work of reconciling us and creation to God. Youth from throughout Northern 
California will be participating. 

More details can be found here:  http://www.norcalepiscopal.org/pathwaysyouthpilgrimage

To RSVP, please contact Fr. Eric at the church office.

Summer Service Trip Opportunity: July 15-21 
The Rev. Alan Gates at Epiphany, San Carlos will be leading a Northern California service trip in July. 
They hope to work for a few days at the Farm Sanctuary in Orland, CA (https://www.farmsanctuary.org/), 
among other experiences. They expect to camp for at least part of the trip. Contact the Rev. Alan Gates 
at gatesbox@gmail.com for more information. 

St. Matthew’s Cookbook Project
The League for Service is 
spearheading the development 
of a St. Matthew’s cookbook. 
We hope all church members 
will participate. We are on the 
lookout for that one very 
special recipe that you 
treasure. We request that 
submissions be old family or 
original recipes (something 
from childhood, perhaps?). 
Your recipe may have finger 
prints, food stains, notes in 
the  margins, etc.; our goal is 
to replicate each one “as is” 
with  all of its personality!

For those who prefer to 
express their creativity in  
other ways, we also are 
searching for a title 

and invite your ideas. Our 
current working title is 
“Heavenly  Bites.”

Please submit your recipe (no 
more than one per person) 
and/or title idea to Gayle 
Youlden in the marked box in 
the church office or to 
bgyoulden@gmail.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
June 15. We aim to send it to 
the printer this summer so 
that it will be ready for holiday 
giving. 

-Gayle  Youlden,  President,  
League  for  Service  Board

Everyone is invited to attend this 
ecumenical service characterized 
by meditative silence, repetitive 
songs, scripture and prayer. Taizé 
is the first Tuesday of every 
month (year around) in the side 
chapel. Be sure to save the date 
for the next Taizé service on July 
3. To sign up for reminder emails, 
please visit https://
episcopalstmatthew.org/worship/
taize-candlelight-service. 

Taizé Candlelight 
Service

http://www.norcalepiscopal.org/pathwaysyouthpilgrimage
https://episcopalstmatthew.org/worship/taize-candlelight-service
https://episcopalstmatthew.org/worship/taize-candlelight-service
https://episcopalstmatthew.org/worship/taize-candlelight-service
https://episcopalstmatthew.org/worship/taize-candlelight-service
https://episcopalstmatthew.org/worship/taize-candlelight-service
https://episcopalstmatthew.org/worship/taize-candlelight-service
http://www.norcalepiscopal.org/pathwaysyouthpilgrimage
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Ducky's Splash Cards are available every Sunday 
during Coffee Hour.  The $30 card is pre-loaded 
with one Deluxe Wash, one Exterior Wash, $50 
off Car Detail, $5 off Super Deluxe Wash, and $10 
off Express Detail.  

-Ildiko Gabor

St. Matthew’s Presents 
Dining with a Purpose 

Wednesday, June 13

Second Harvest Food Bank 
and St. Matthew’s

When you go grocery shopping, please consider 
picking up a few extra canned goods or other 
non-perishable items. You can leave your food 
donations either in the basket at the back of the 
church or at the church office. These donations 
will be placed in a Second Harvest collection 
barrel for pick-up.

We appreciate your thoughtfulness, and thank 
you for your donations.

We are always looking at ways to increase financial 
support of the parish. We are excited now to be 
linked to Amazon.com!  Simply visit http://
smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1186209, log into your 
Amazon account when prompted, and set St. 
Matthew’s as the organization you wish to support. 
Then, whenever you do your Amazon shopping, go 
to smile.amazon.com. The website functions 
exactly like regular Amazon, but St. Matthew’s will 
instantly receive .5% of all of your purchases!  It’s a 
win-win: whenever you shop there for the things 
you normally buy, St. Matthew’s receives funds to 
support parish ministries.

Ducky's Splash Cards Are 
Now Available

Bring your family and friends to enjoy a 
wonderful meal and fellowship while raising 
money for St. Matthew’s! Our next outing will 
take place at Jack’s Prime Burgers and Shakes, 
3723 S. El Camino Real (south of Hillsdale Blvd.), 
San Mateo, on Wednesday, June 13th. The 
restaurant will donate a portion of your purchase 
to the church.

Memorial Book Entry: New Dalmatic and Tunicle

For the 10 year celebration of Fr. Eric’s ministry 
at St. Matthew’s in November, parishioners 
contributed funds for a gift from the parish in 
his name. The gift settled on was a new tunicle 
and dalmatic, which are church vestments used 
in major celebrations. St. Matthew’s maintains 
a memorial book to record matters such as this. 
These photos show the cover of the memorial 
book and the particular page recording the 
acquisition of these new vestments. 

- Beth von Emster

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1186209
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1186209
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1186209
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1186209
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THE TAU CROSS
The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew is  

a family called by Christ . . .  

to live God’s Love, 
to share the Gospel, 
to grow Spiritually. 

Come celebrate with us! 

Service is at 8:00 am & 10:15 am each Sunday 

Morning Prayer, 9:00 am, Tuesdays & Thursdays 
Rite I Holy Eucharist, 9:00 am, Fridays

The Tau Cross is the monthly newsletter of the Episcopal Church of St. 
Matthew. We welcome submissions that have a connection to the 
parish. Inclusion is at the discretion of the staff and may be edited for 
space or clarity. The deadline for articles is the 15th of the month and 
may be sent by email to Beth von Emster at bvonemster@yahoo.com 
or deposited in the Tau Cross mailbox in the church office. Entries 
should follow these guidelines: Include title of event or article; 200 
word maximum description including when, where, cost and contact 
information as applicable. Avoid abbreviations and other “insider” 
lingo. Further guidelines and tips available upon request. Tau Cross 
Staff: Editor, Beth von Emster; Associate Editor, Cherie Hammer; 
Layout & Design, Ming Lacey

Upcoming Events
June 3 Christian Formation 

Getting to Know Our Muslim 
Neighbors

June 5 Taizé Service

June 7 Day School Graduation

June 10 Fellowship Parents Group 
Christian Formation

June 13 Dining With A Purpose

June 17 San Jose Giants Game


