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Early Christianity Stands Up For Love.
Ignatius of Antioch (martyred around 110 AD)

Continued on page 2

During the turbulence of the 
Civil Rights Movement, when Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. observed 
that, “Darkness cannot drive out 
darkness; only light can do that. 
Hate cannot drive out hate; only love 
can do that,” he was articulating a 
tenant of the Christian faith rooted 
in the earliest experiences of the 
Christian Church. The faith of 
early Christians was powerfully 
shaped by the notion that even 
the violence of the cross could not 
extinguish the love of God in Christ.
Ignatius of Antioch is one of the 
Apostolic Fathers of the early 
Church. He was born in the second 
half of the first century and is 
thus of the generation of Church 
Fathers who were assumed to 
have had direct association with 
some of the original apostles. 
Ignatius was the second Bishop of 
Antioch in Syria. While many of 
the details of his life are speculative, 
seven letters, written by Ignatius, 
are believed to be an authentic 
account of the last year of his life.

In his letters, Ignatius describes his 
imprisonment by Roman guards 
and the path that he was forced 
to traverse across Asia Minor en 
route to the Colosseum in Rome. 
Despite his anticipation of being 
devoured by lions in the arena, 
Ignatius wrote extensively about 
his love of the larger Christian 
community and his deep desire to 
imitate Christ. To the very end of his 
life Ignatius prayed for his captors 
and those who tormented him. 
In the face of modern day prejudice, 
bigotry, and hatred, the witness 
of Ignatius inspires us to stand up 
against intolerance without giving 
way to hate. It is notable that the 
seven surviving letters of Ignatius 
were sent to churches encouraging 
the faithful to continue in their 
good works of faith. Ignatius it 
seems had a sense that  Christians 
could not just be against injustice, 
but also needed to find ways to 
demonstrate and live out their faith.
At St. Matthew’s one of the ways 
that we live into this tradition is 

by venturing to represent the full 
diversity of the body of Christ 
when we gather. At our best we 
welcome diversity without regard to 
age, gender, race, class, profession, 
merit, sexual orientation, state of 
physical or mental health, or any 
other perceived difference. This is 
one of the compelling arguments 
for prioritizing regular attendance 
at worship—for the body of 
Christ is diminished when the 
full diversity of our community is 
not present. Our variety helps us 
to see God’s love for all people.
As a community we also venture 
to engage in activities that make 
our commitment to the gospel of 
Christ visible in the world. For many 
years our parish has ministered to 
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Continued from page 1
the homeless in our midst by 
supporting Home & Hope and 
Life Moves. This year we are 
adding a ministry called Laundry 
Love which partners with those 
struggling to make ends meet. 
Some members of our parish make 
a point of affirming a commitment 
to racial reconciliation by attending 
the yearly service commemorating 
the life of Absolom Jones, who 
was the first African American 
ordained in the Episcopal Church 
(1795). Our parish’s participation 
in Interfaith events likewise sends 
a powerful message of solidarity 
with people of other faiths.  
Many people underestimate the 
simple power of gathering together 
for worship and ministry. When 
Christians are intentional about 
demonstrating the love found 
at the center of the Christian 
faith, the world takes notice, and 
is changed for the better. The 
powerful message of Ignatius 
for us today is to continue to 
find ways to stand up for love. 
Blessings!  Faithfully, Fr. Eric+

Milestones
In Memoriam
Mildred Wenzell, June 10th

Betty Slabach, July 5th 
Elizabeth (Betty) Cartwright 
Slabach was a much loved 
parishioner for many decades. 
Betty attended Northwestern 
University before transferring to 
Scripps College in Claremont, 
California, where she became 
close friends with parishioner 
Nan Robertson. She graduated in 
Humanities in 1957. Betty married 
Steve in 1958 and they settled 

in the Bay Area. Betty and Steve 
had three children, Beth, Ted and 
Will, and four granddaughters. In 
her professional life, Betty was a 
successful wedding coordinator.
Betty was involved in almost every 
aspect of the life of St. Matthew’s. 
She served on the League for 
Service Board throughout her 
time as a parishioner, in every 
capacity. She ran the Thrift Shop 
for many years. For decades she 
chaired virtually every special 
event hosted at St. Matthew’s, 
including receptions, galas, and 

elaborate Mardi Gras parties. Nan 
notes with affection that Betty 
could “whistle people out of trees” 
to make the most of their talents 
in the service of her beloved 
church. She worked people hard 
in the kindest, most inspiring 
and cheerful way. Because of 
Betty’s exceptional organizational, 
management and creative skills, 
her results were perfection. 
Outside of St. Matthew’s, she 
also was deeply involved in 
the Coyote Point Museum. 
Betty will be deeply missed.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR

The Feast of St. Matthew Picnic 
Sunday, September 17th!
The Hospitality Committee and your Vestry warmly invite 
you to our annual picnic following the 10:15 church 
service on Sunday, September 17th. We will have a variety 
of scrumptious salads, delicious baked beans, barbecued 
hamburgers, veggie burgers and hot dogs and all the fixings, 
drinks and homemade ice cream. How can you say no to 
this menu! Invite a friend to church and enjoy a fun day.
To offset the cost of our picnic and in lieu of ticket 
sales, donations will be greatly appreciated.
Bon Appetit! -Darlia Clerico and Ildiko Gabor, Hospitality Co-Chairs

Sunday Coffee Hour
The rotation for bringing treats to coffee hour 
after the Sunday service is as follows:
 September 3:  A-D
 September 10: E-J
 September 17: No coffee hour (parish picnic)
 September 24: Q-S 
We ask you to please put the food you are bringing on a paper plate 
(rather than in a package) and place it on the table in Julia Beylard Hall. 
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Taizé Candlelight Service
Tuesday, September 5th at 7pm, Side Chapel
Everyone is invited to attend this ecumenical 
service characterized by meditative silence, 
repetitive songs, scripture and prayer. Taizé 
is the first Tuesday of every month (year 
around) in the side chapel. Hope you will 
join us September 5th and be sure to save 
these dates for the rest of the year:  October 
3rd, November 7th, and December 5th. 

Second Harvest Food 
Bank and St. Matthew’s
When you go grocery shopping, please 
consider picking up a few extra canned goods 
or other non-perishable items. You can leave 
your food donations either in the basket at 
the back of the church or at the church office. 
These donations will be placed in a Second 
Harvest collection barrel for pick-up.
We appreciate your thoughtfulness 
and thank you for your donations.

Women’s Spirituality Group
Women of all ages are invited to join us for 
a women’s spirituality group. We meet every 
week throughout the year at Charles House 
on Mondays at 9:15 am. This is a small group 
opportunity to reflect on scripture, God’s 
presence in our lives and the challenges of 
discipleship, and engage in prayer. For more 
information, please contact Rev. Lindsay or 
Ginger Fortmiller via the church office.

Baptisms 
The Sacrament of Baptism will be offered 
at the 10:15am service on the Feast of 
St. Matthew on September 17th. If you or 
someone you know is interested in receiving 
the Sacrament of Baptism, please contact 
the church office or talk to a member of the 
clergy.  Future baptism dates for 2017/2018 
are November 5th, January 7th, and March 31st. 

Angelic Faces of 
St. Matthew’s: 
Alex Bremmer
As you walk into church 
for a 10:15 service, 
look to the front pew 
on the gospel side and 
usually you will find 
Alex Bremmer there. 
He has been a faithful 
parishioner for 7 years. 
Alex is a distinguished 
gentleman with a warm and comfortable demeanor. He has 
a genuine interest in other people. Having a minister for a 
grandfather taught Alex about church decorum and treating 
other people with respect. As both a greeter and a member of the 
hospitality committee, he employs these talents to make longtime 
parishioners, newcomers and visitors alike feel welcome. It is 
important to Alex to share his faith with others. He was a reliable 
member of Deacon Bob’s lectionary circle during its tenure. 
Alex has a degree in history and a minor in art history. He bought, 
sold and appraised antiques for the Hillsborough Antique Show 
for over 10 years. Alex brought the renowned John King and 
staff from Bonhams of New York for a successful jewelry and 
fine art appraisal event at St. Matthew’s. He boosted the success 
of the church’s 2016 gala auction by securing advertisers in the 
auction brochure and valuable donations from antiques dealers.
Alex’s academic and professional background make him 
an invaluable member of the Thrift Shop volunteer staff, 
where he has devoted numerous hours over the last five 
years. Alex assists patrons with his knowledge of art 
work, furniture, jewelry and other fine collectibles. 
Thank you, Alex, for sharing your faith and 
love of God with this congregation.
With gratitude and blessings, – Darlia Clerico

Young Adult & Family Dinner Group 
Young adults and families with school age children gather for 
a potluck dinner, fellowship, play time for the children and 
adult conversation for the grown-ups. We gather for dinner 
the second Friday of every month from 6-8pm in Julia Beylard 
Hall.  Our next dinner will be September 8th. Be sure to RSVP 
to Rev Lindsay at lmhills@episcopalstmathew.org or through 
the Facebook event so we know you are coming! Upcoming 
Dinners:  October 13th, November 10th, and December 8th. 
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CELEBRATE Sundays
During the year we have once again identified 
CELEBRATE Sundays.  On these Sundays 
at the 10:15 service, there will be no church 
school - instead, children and youth will 
participate actively in the liturgy as ushers, 
greeters, readers, acolytes and more!  These 
services are a great opportunity for our 
congregation to connect intergenerationally. 
September 17th:  Feast of St. Matthew with 

baptisms, with parish picnic to follow
October 1st:  Feast of St. Francis and Blessing 

of the Animals- be sure to bring Fido or 
Fluffy to church for our courtyard service

November 5th: All Saints Day
December 3rd:  Join us as we kick 

off the season of Advent
January 7th:  Baptism of our Lord, celebrating 

Jesus’ Baptism and remembering our own 
February 4th:  Day School Sunday
March 25th:  Palm Sunday
May 20th:  Pentecost

YG3 is Back!
Middle School and High School youth are invited 
to participate in YG3, a collaborative youth group 
including St. Paul’s (Burlingame), Transfiguration 
(San Mateo) and St. Matthew’s. We will be 
meeting at a brand-new time, 4-6pm (most 
Sundays) per youth request. We have some old 
favorites and new activities planned for the year!
Mark your calendars for September 16-17 
(6pm-7am) for the YG3 Kick-Off and Lock-
In at Transfiguration. All youth in grades 
6-12 and their friends are invited to join us 
for our first event of the school year. Looking 
forward to connect with friends after a long 
summer away? So are we! RSVP to Rev. 
Lindsay so we can plan food accordingly.
Save the Date: Good Will Camp November 10–
12. Join youth ages 11–18 from around the Diocese 
for a weekend away at St. Dorothy’s! Together we 
will enjoy the peace found in the redwoods, do arts 
and crafts, talk, reflect, pray, make new friends, 
and do service work on St. Dorothy’s property 
and community work in the surrounding area. 

Acolyte News
Acolyte Scholarships Awarded
Through the generosity of parishioners, two scholarship 
funds have been established to offer a one-time scholarship 
to graduating high school seniors in appreciation 
for their service, commitment and dedication to 
the worship of the community as an Acolyte.  
Phyllis Molinari Fund: Phyllis Molinari, a long-
time parishioner and active member of the League 
for Service, established this fund to provide a yearly 
award for graduating high school senior boy acolytes. 
The fund was created upon her death in 2006.
Irene Miura Fund: Irene Miura had a passion for 
education and was a role model for women in all aspects 
of society. The fund was established in her name in 
order to recognize senior girl acolytes in 2009.  
A special congratulations to Grace Stephenson, who was 
awarded the Irene Miura Fund scholarship for her regular 
commitment and service to the Acolyte Team and for her 
leadership in helping new acolytes gain confidence. Also 
congratulations to Jack McNally for being awarded the 
Phyllis Molinari Fund scholarship this year for his faithful 
service and as a substitute acolyte throughout his senior year. 
We give thanks for all of our acolytes and the way in which 
their ministry supports the life and worship of our parish.  
Want to Join the Team?! All students 5th grade and older 
are invited to serve as acolytes at St. Matthew’s. Youth 
acolytes serve from August through June at the 10:15 
am service. They are scheduled to serve approximately 
once every 3-4 weeks and can help at special services 
(Christmas Eve, Easter, etc.). There will be a training 
session on Sunday, September 24th following the 10:15 
service for new acolytes.  RSVP to Rev. Lindsay at lmhills@
episcopalstmatthew.org to make sure we have enough pizza!

St. Matthew’s Fundraiser: 
Ducky’s Car Wash
Ducky’s Splash Cards are available every Sunday during 
Coffee Hour from Ildiko Gabor.  The $30 card is preloaded 
with 1 Deluxe Wash, 1 Exterior Wash,  $50 off Car Detail, 
$5 off Super Deluxe Wash, and $10 off Express Detail. You 
can also purchase online by going to DuckysSplashCard.
com/St-Matthews and you’ll receive your card by mail. 
~Ildiko Gabor
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Children’s Choir & Youth Choir
Calling all singing angels to the St. Matthew’s Children’s Choir and Youth Choir! The two St. Matthew’s 
youth music ministry groups offer a unique opportunity for children to give their gifts of talent and time 
back to the church while learning about the basics of singing, musicianship, Episcopalian service music, 
vocal technique, and sight singing. Each choir will perform separately as well as in a combined group. 
Performances for both groups take place at Celebrate Sunday services at 10:15am, once per month. 
Our first rehearsals of the fall are Thursday, September 7th at 4:00pm (Children’s 
Choir) and Sunday, September 10th at 11:40am (Youth Choir). 

Throughout the fall, rehearsals will take place in the Music Room of St. Matthew’s Hall as follows:
Children’s Choir (K-4th grade): Thursdays, 4:00-5:00pm
Youth Choir Rehearsals (5-12th grade): Sundays, 11:40am-12:10pm
To learn more about the choirs at St. Matthew’s or to inquire about joining one of the ensembles, please contact 
Suki Jang, the Director of the Children’s Choir and Youth Choir, at childrenschoir@episcopalstmatthew.org. 

Help St. Matthew’s Raise Funds While You Shop for Back-to-School!
eScrip is a program that gives to charities you 
select whenever you shop with merchants 
registered with the eScrip program. All you do 
is sign up on eScrip.com and then merchants 
give back. Whether you shop online, buy school 
supplies or groceries, or dine out, you make a 
difference for the organizations you choose. Select 
from 100+ name brand merchants, including 
Amazon, Apple, Dell, Expedia, Nordstrom, 
Pottery Barn, Williams-Sonoma and more.
New eScrip Users: Visit www.escrip.com 
to set up your eScrip account. Make sure 
you list “St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church” 
(Group ID number is 137107192) as 
your beneficiary group. Register all of your credit and debit cards (personal and business). Every time 
you spend with those cards at participating stores, St. Matthew’s earns up to 10% from the retailers. 
Returning eScrip Users: Log in to your account to update and add cards. It is as 
easy as a couple of clicks! Bookmark the link to the eScrip Online Mall.  
Questions about the program? Contact Ildiko Segreti at 678-9143.
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SUMMER FUN AT 
ST. MATTHEW’S
On Sunday, August 6th, a group of parishioners 
gathered on the southwest courtyard lawn and 
played a round of croquet while sipping lemonade.  
Photos by Darlia Clerico
-Ildiko Gabor

Back row: Charlene Prisk, Al Taira, Fr. Eric Hinds, 
Henry Hinds, Patrick Hagerty, Walter Puga, Cole 
Segreti, Lauren Hagerty. Front row: Linda Hyde, 
Jack Marsel, Lorin Marsel, Ildiko Gabor

Shannon and Linda Doherty

Patrick and Lauren

Al, Fr. Eric, Henry

Ildiko and Cole
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Double Bill For September Book Group
Breaking from tradition, we have selected two books for the next meeting: H is for 
Hawk by Helen Macdonald and The Sense of an Ending by Julian Barnes.
The Sense of an Ending follows Tony Webster, a middle-aged man, as he contends with a past he had left behind 
until his closest childhood friends return with a vengeance. This concise novel examines memory and the way that 
new information can force us to reassess long held assumptions about ourselves, our friends, and past events.
H is for Hawk combines memoir and landscape, history and falconry. When naturalist and falconer Helen 
Macdonald lost her beloved father, she thought her world was ending. Her journey from crippling grief to something 
resembling grace takes place on the wings of a deadly bird of prey–the notoriously prickly, and murderous, goshawk. 
We will meet on Wednesday, September 20th at 7:00 pm. Sonia Warfield will host. Read one or both of these 
bestselling and widely acclaimed books and join the discussion. 
-Susan Peterson

Portland Mission Trip
This summer the youth groups 
of St. Matthew’s, St. Paul’s, and 
Epiphany worked together to 
renovate a house into a sanctuary 
space in Portland, Oregon. We 
worked together to create a 
sensible housing situation for 
people who are striving to get 
their green cards or avoid being 
deported. We worked with the 
people of St. Michael’s and All 
Angels to renovate a house on 
their property to help people from 
around the world. We completely 
cleared out and repainted the 
upstairs space for the youth 
group there, and we refurbished 
the bedroom along with 
adding a new coat of paint. Lastly, we repainted the kitchen and cleared out anything we could. Groups that had 
finished their work at St. Michael’s went on to help at the Trinity Church and St. David of Wales. We weeded 
and moved filing cabinets along with various other tasks. While in Portland we also did some sightseeing 
including Salt & Straw Ice Cream, the Waterfront, and Voodoo Donuts. Our trip was extremely successful, 
and it could not have been accomplished without the support and generosity of our church community. 
-Zoe Hammer

College Students – Address Updates
It’s that time of year, back to school! Please send your updated college address or your child’s updated 
college address to youth@episcopalstmatthew.org so we can spoil you in the year to come!
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The Ivy Leaf began in 1893, as 

the weekly parish paper.

The major parish news bulletin The Tau 

Cross began in the spring of 1962. 

In February 1959, the League for 

Service organized a thrift shop in 

the basement of the parish house.   

-Ildiko Gabor

Interesting St. Matthews  
F A C T S

The History of the St. 
Matthews Organ
During the tenure of the Rev. 
Lindley Hoffman Miller, the Crocker 
Memorial Organ was given to St. 
Matthew’s in memory of William H. 
Crocker and Ethel Sperry Crocker by 
their children. The organ was built and 
erected by the Aeolian-Skinner Organ 
Company and included the pipes 
and wind chest of an original Hope-
Jones organ. On September 6, 1938, 
the memorial organ was dedicated 
and an inaugural recital was played 
by Val C. Ritschy, 
parish organist, 
and Alexander 
Schreiner, 
celebrated 
longtime organist 
of the Mormon 
Tabernacle in Salt 
Lake City. The 
organ was regularly 
serviced over the 
years, but by 1976, 
major restorations 
were needed for 
the instrument to remain playable. 
The III Sesquialtera organ stop* was 
replaced with a new IV Mixture which 
increased the pipe count from 2,464 
to 2,525.  During the 1980’s, resident 
organist Philip Keil requested that the 
16 foot Trombone pipe be relocated from its unenclosed 
position to the enclosure of the Swell division. Swain 
& Kates, our organ maintenance firm, currently values 
our historic one-of-a-kind organ at $1,000,000. The 
cost to address the most immediate needs of the 
organ is about $7,500, and projected out in the next 
couple of years will be around $60,000. Renovation 
of facade pipes and additions of trumpet and cornet 
pipework are “pipe dreams” for future consideration. 
~ Ildiko Gabor
*A row of organ pipes
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Episcopal Youth Event
For those of you who don’t know me, my name is Sofia Quinton. I was nominated to 
represent the entire Diocese of California this summer for a youth conference in Edmond, 
Oklahoma. This conference is called EYE 2017, which stands for Episcopal Youth Event. 
Every three years the Episcopal Church organizes this event in a different state, for youth 
and adults to come together. The event consists of getting to visit a new place, meeting 
other youth and learning more about the importance of being an Episcopalian.

I was able to join the Northern California Diocese delegation. Our group had six youth and two 
chaperones, which was great because we got to bond and become closer by the end of our trip. After 
arriving in Oklahoma City, we drove to the University of Central Oklahoma (UCO), where we stayed 
on campus. In total, 1400 youth and adults came to Oklahoma, and it was a great social experience. 

Once settled in, we had many scheduled activities. Every day we had a prayer service, morning 
and night, at which one had the Eucharist. In the middle of the week, we were grouped by 
provinces, which means a few dioceses grouped together. Once grouped together, we took 
buses and toured different sites in Oklahoma City. Oklahoma is a very small and flat state. My 
favorite part of this trip was getting to learn more about my faith and meet to new people. 

The most interesting part of this trip was visiting the Oklahoma City National Memorial. Learning about 
the 1995 bombing was very moving, especially with all of the negative aspects going on in our world 
right now. That same day we got to be escorted through the city by the police, and tossed blessed water 
through the city. We walked to the memorial and had a compline service that was very powerful.

Two of the days we got to attend different workshops.  I chose to attend the following workshops:

The Episcopal Peace Corps- We learned about serving for a year in another community, 
once old enough. You adapt to a rule of life with other people and worship together. It 
sounds like a life changing experience and I look forward to applying in the future.

The Jesus Movement- (Sermon by Bishop Curry)- We learned about the Jesus Movement, 
which is how to follow Jesus and have a good relationship with God, with others and on our earth.

The United Thank Offering- The UTO is an organization within the Episcopal Church that raises 
money and then gives it to church needs. For example, if a church wants to construct a new building for its 
community like a homeless shelter, it can send the UTO a grant idea, and if they approve the grant, they 
will send the money to help construct the building. Giving money to the UTO helps others and gives back 
to the community. For an activity we got to create our own grant ideas and present them. That was cool!

Polity and Government in the Episcopal Church- In this workshop we learned 
about all of the different roles in the church and their importance, such as being a bishop, 
archbishop, clergy and laity. This was an interactive workshop - we were able to play the 
different roles in the church and understand why we have all of those responsibilities. 

After this great week, our group came back knowing more about the church and having a stronger bond 
with our group.
-Sofia Quinton
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The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew  
is a family called by Christ . . . 

  to live God’s Love, 
to share the Gospel, 
to grow Spiritually

Come celebrate with us!
Service is at 8:00 am & 10:15 am each Sunday

 
Morning Prayer, 9 am, Tuesdays & Thursdays

Rite I Holy Eucharist, 9 am, Fridays

The Tau Cross is the monthly newsletter of the Episcopal Church of St. Matthew. We welcome submissions that have a connection to the 
parish. Inclusion is at the discretion of the staff and may be edited for space or clarity. The deadline for articles is the 15th of the month 
and may be sent by email to Beth von Emster at bvonemster@yahoo.com or deposited in the Tau Cross mailbox in the church office.  
Entries should follow these guidelines: Include title of event or article; 200 word maximum description including when, where, cost 
and contact information as applicable; Avoid abbreviations and other “insider” lingo; Further guidelines and tips available upon request.  
Tau Cross Staff: Editor, Beth von Emster; Associate Editor, Cherie Hammer; Layout & Design //dadalab.com

upcoming events

September 5 Taizé Service

September 8
Young Adults and Families 
Dinner Group

September 16 Youth Group Kick-Off

September 17
Feast of St. Matthew and 
Annual Parish Picnic

September 20 Book Group Meeting

September 24 Acolyte Training
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