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Summer Travel and Worship
Early in the morning on the first 
Sunday of August, 2005, I walked 
down an old English country road 
with a garment bag containing my 
church vestments draped over my 
shoulder. I was heading toward St. 
Mary the Virgin, Haseley, a small 
country church in the midlands 
of England, a few miles from 
Warwick. In the distance I could see 
the stone church building 
which connected to a yard 
and cemetery. I learned that 
the “new” addition to the 
church was about 800 years 
old, while the original part 
of the structure, lead roof 
and all, was over 1,200 years 
old. By 8:30am about 30 or 
so worshipers had gathered. 
I was participating in a clergy 
exchange that summer and St. 
Mary’s was the first church in which 
I celebrated the Eucharist during 
my month-long visit to England.
That first service was conducted 
according to the 1662 version of the 
Book of Common Prayer.  With a few 
minor discrepancies, the language 
of that service was almost exactly 
the same as that of our Rite One 
service from our “new” prayer book 

(1979). Of course that makes sense, 
since after the American Revolution, 
the Episcopal Church adopted and 
only slightly modified the services 
of the English Church. Worship 
in that small rural English church 
felt both familiar and comfortable. 
The surroundings reminded me of 
the many centuries during which 

devoted Christians had 
gathered there for prayer and to 
celebrate a common faith in God. 
On that morning I experienced a 
deeper rootedness to my faith along 
with the joy of sharing communion 
with what felt like the distant 
cousins of my denomination. 
One of the things I love about 
vacation travel is the opportunity 
to visit other churches within our 

communion. In 
the United States, 
one could visit over 
6,000 worshiping 
congregations. 
The Episcopal 
Church is part of 
the greater Anglican Communion 

which numbers about 85 million 
members worldwide. The size 
of our communion creates a 
large number of worshiping 
opportunities beyond our 
shores. While there are many 
regional differences within our 
communion, our liturgy provides 
a surprising consistency.  
While not everyone travels 
during the summer, the season 
always puts me in mind of the 

joys of exploring churches while 
on the road. If you are away from 
St. Matthew’s this summer, it is my 
hope that you have the opportunity 
to discover a worship place that 
evokes feelings of familiarity, comfort 
and refreshment. For those staying 
close to home for the summer, our 
combined 9:00am service offers 
its own change of pace. Wherever 
your plans lead, I wish you summer 
blessings!  Faithfully, Fr. Eric+
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Milestones

Births
Pierce Grasberger, April 26th 
Samantha Rey Harrigan, June 10th 

Baptisms

Palmer Dobbs, June 4th 

Confirmations

Justin Chen 
Maddie Etheridge 
Zoe Flemate 
Lauren Hagerty 
Marina Noack 
Owen Stephenson 
May 20th and June 3rd 

Weddings

Chala Santino and Kenneth Pizzi, 
June 17th 

In Memoriam

The Rev. Dr. Chris Harrigfeld, Deacon – June 12th 
Chris Harrigfeld was born to German immigrant 
parents and raised in Northern Idaho. He graduated 
from the University of Oregon and was a Pediatrician 
for 40 years. Dr. Harrigfeld became a Deacon at St. 
Matthew’s in about 1995, and after he retired from 
pediatrics he performed the role full time for the 
parish.  Deacon Chris was devoted to his calling and 
started a unique afterschool tutoring program three 
days a week for elementary school students from Meadow Heights School. 
Tutors were comprised of members of the congregation and occasionally 
8th graders from the Day School. Chris and crew supplied juice and 
snacks for the students and assisted them with their homework. It was a 
wonderful partnership and rewarding activity for both the students and 
the volunteers. Deacon Chris was a beautiful example of performing the 
Lord’s work without fanfare but with concern for the needs of others.
The Rev. Robert Caughey, Deacon – June 14th 
Bob Caughey was an engineer who loved to race cars 
including his Porsche. Deacon Bob was an only child 
born to a Mormon family. When he married his wife 
Nancy, he converted to Christianity and joined the 
Episcopal Church. Deacon Bob was a deeply faithful 
man with a unique perspective on comparative 
religions.  At St. Matthew’s he started a lectionary group 
and was involved with the men’s bible study group for 
many years. He also served in a prison ministry for many years and was a 
compassionate provider of pastoral care.  He was devoted to taking communion 
to parishioners who were home bound or hospitalized.  Even as his health 
faltered, it was very important to Deacon Bob to read the Gospel every 
Sunday. His booming voice as he dismissed the congregation will be missed. 

Sunday Coffee Hour
The rotation for bringing 
treats to coffee hour after the 
Sunday service is as follows:
 July 2: A-D
 July 9: E-J
 July 16: K-P
 July 23: Q-S 
 July 30: T-Z
 August 6: A-D
 August 13 E-J
 August 20: K-P
 August 27: Q-S 
We ask you to please put the food 
you are bringing on a paper plate 
(rather than in a package) and 
place it on the table outside under 
the oaks on Baldwin Avenue.

Second Harvest Food Bank and St. Matthew’s
When you grocery shop, please consider picking up a few extra canned 
goods or other non-perishable items. You can leave your food donations 
either in the basket at the back of the church or at the church office. These 
donations will be placed in a Second Harvest collection barrel for pick-up.
We appreciate your thoughtfulness and thank you for your donations.

Taizé
Taizé will take a break for the month of July. Our next service will be on Tuesday, August 1st at 7:00pm in the 
side chapel. Mark your calendar and join us for a contemplative candlelit service that is sure to recharge you 
for the week ahead. To sign up for updates and announcements regarding Taizé, visit https://goo.gl/4zVidT. 
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I WAS RECENTLY INTRODUCED 
to the ancient Japanese art form known 
as kintsugi, which translates to mean 
“golden rejoicing”. In the art form, 
broken pieces of an object are repaired 
using lacquer and gold. For example, 

broken pieces of pottery, a bowl, or a vase are soldered 
back together and instead of revealing minute cracks, the 
final product has golden seams of various widths.  
The fundamental point of kintsugi is not that the broken 
piece simply is reassembled to reflect its original state. 
Rather, kintsugi seeks to honor the brokenness, honor 
the damage the piece suffered, and through reassembly 
with this ancient technique, restore it to something more 
beautiful than it was in its original state.  
On Trinity Sunday, I preached about Jesus’s role as the 
golden joinery pulling together the brokenness, mending 
heaven and earth once and for all through his breaking 
the bonds of death. Jesus becomes the golden solder 
who holds and binds the distraught disciples together. It 
is that same solder that binds us together, like a healing 
balm that makes the once broken body of Christ stronger 
and more perfect, incorporating our imperfections, and 
birthing a final product that is more whole than it was 

Honoring the 
Brokenness

Women’s Spirituality 
Group
Women of all ages are invited to 
join us for a women’s spirituality 
group. We meet every week 
throughout the year at Charles 
House on Mondays at 9:15 am. 
This is a small group opportunity 
to reflect on scripture, God’s 
presence in our lives and the 
challenges of discipleship, and 
engage in prayer. For more 
information, please contact Rev. 
Lindsay or Ginger Fortmiller 
via the church office.

before because of Christ’s presence.
In the great commission found at the end 

of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus sends the disciples 
into the world not only to announce the salvation of 

humans, but also to bear witness to the end of a broken 
creation. Together, we are called to be the healing golden 
glue, binding brokenness, healing relationships and 
organizations, and creating a new kingdom on earth that 
reflects God’s ultimate love.
Kintsugi takes into account all the ways we have failed 
and all the ways we are broken, and transforms them into 
something beautiful. We are St. Matthew’s because of where 
we’ve been, the challenges we have faced as a community, 
and the conflicts big and small that contribute to our very 
brokenness. Over time, by continually inviting Christ into 
the very midst of us, acknowledging our brokenness, and 
being present to one another in times of need, we hold each 
other together like golden solder. We become practitioners 
of kintsugi in the life of our institution and in our own lives. 
The impact is surprising, beautiful, stronger and more holy 
than we could have ever asked for or imagined.  
Blessings, Rev. Lindsay 

Summer Service Trip – Funding Request
This July, Sofia Quinton, Maddie Etheridge, and Zoe Hammer along with 
youth from Epiphany (San Carlos) and St. Paul’s (Burlingame) are heading 
to Portland, Oregon along with our fearless chaperones Victoria Wolcott and 
Rev. Lindsay. The host congregation will work alongside us as we rehabilitate 
an apartment that will be used for youth gatherings and as a sanctuary 
space and temporary housing for people trying to get back on their feet.
In order to help offset the expense of the trip, we need to raise about $3,000 
(families have already paid 1/3 of the expenses). Any donations to help us 
meet this goal would be greatly appreciated. Please make checks payable 
to “The Episcopal Church of St Matthew” with “Service Trip 2017” on the 
memo line. To the League for Service and other individuals who have already 
made donations to support this trip, we give great thanks.  Please see Rev. 
Lindsay with questions or email her at lmhills@episcopalstmatthew.org.
-Rev. Lindsay
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The Angelic Faces of St. Matthew’s: Sonia Warfield
Sonia’s first experience at St. 
Matthew’s was in 1992 when she 
attended her daughter’s wedding. In 
1995, she enjoyed attending her first 
hospitality event at Harriett Stinson’s 
home. Sonia said she met so many 
nice people and the evening was very 
enlightening. She immediately joined 
the hospitality committee, where she 
put her writing skills to good use 
as its secretary for five years. She 
also joined the Altar Guild, where 
she served as secretary before 
taking on the role of directress. 
She served as the secretary for the 
League for Service as well, where 
she continued to employ her 
exceptional organizational skills. 
Sonia’s next important service role 
was as a Vestry member, where she 

again served as secretary. Her notes 
were precise, accurate and on point. 
In addition, she served in Deacon 
Chris Harrigfeld’s afterschool 
tutoring program, where she enjoyed 
many years of helping children. 
For Sonia, all of her ministries have 
been wonderful and inspiring. 

“Working quietly in the church 
preparing for services offers a 
time of peace and reflection and 
a feeling of being closer to God.” 
Sonia is generous in offering both 
her caring heart and wisdom to 
anyone in need. Thank you, Sonia, 
for your reliability and for sharing 
your time, talent and treasure.
With gratitude and blessings, 
Darlia Clerico

Working quietly in the 
church preparing for 
services offers a time 

of peace and reflection 
and a feeling of being 

closer to God.

No August Issue of Tau Cross
Due to the quieter pace of church life over the summer, there will not be an August issue of the Tau Cross. 
If you would like to make an announcement concerning a church event taking place in August, please 
submit your article to the church office for inclusion in the Ivy Leaf weekly bulletin.  -Beth von Emster

Garden Guild News
The St. Matthew’s Garden Guild hosted a Spring 
Garden Party for parishioners at the Moberg 
home on Saturday, May 20th. Part fundraiser, 
part donor appreciation, the afternoon 
gathering took place outdoors in gorgeous 
weather amid a spectacular display of roses. 
Most recently, the Garden Guild has provided 
St. Matthew’s with the addition of Redbud 
trees, large-tree maintenance, restoration of 
the courtyard garden, a new planting bed 
surrounding the bell tower, container plantings, 
mulching, trimming, pruning, and continuing 
care and supervision of our historic grounds.
- Fan Moberg, Ann Murray, Victoria Wolcott

Garden Guild members, left to right: Whitney Simonds, Jo Anne 
Gates, Ann Murray, Nancy Fick, Fan Moberg, Jenny Mathes, 
Carol Kalb, Jane Dunbar. Not pictured: Jean Garcia, May Lee, 
Nan Robertson, Elizabeth Spanjian, Gayle Youlden.  
Photo by Christopher Kalb.
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Summer Sunday Worship in July and August
Starting on July 2nd and continuing through August 27th, we move to our summer worship schedule of one 
service at 9:00 a.m. each Sunday. We follow Rite I (traditional language) in July, and Rite II (contemporary 
language) in August. Those who normally attend the 8:00 service are asked to provide coffee hour according 
to the usual alphabetical schedule in July, while those who normally attend 10:15 will do so in August. 
Coffe hours will be al fresco under the oak tree on Baldwin Avenue.

Morning Prayer for 
Independence Day
Please join us as we commemorate July 4th with 
a special Morning Prayer service at 10:00am.

Episcopal Youth Event 2017
Every three years, in accordance with General 
Convention Resolution #1982-D079, the Episcopal 
Church convenes an international youth event, so “that 
the energy of the youth of the Episcopal Church can 
continue to be utilized in active ministry as members 
of the Body of Christ.” The 2017 Episcopal Youth Event 
(EYE17) is set to welcome more than 1,300 participants, 
workshop leaders, speakers, and volunteers to the campus 
of the University of Central Oklahoma in Edmond from 
July 10-14. Sofia Quinton, who will be a sophomore, was 
selected to be part of the delegation from the Diocese of 
California. When it turned out she was the only youth 
from our Diocese, St. Matthew’s collaborated with the 
Diocese to ensure her attendance. Sofia will represent St. 
Matthew’s and the Diocese of California at this special 
event. To watch live streams of the liturgy, workshops, 
keynote speakers and more, go to  http://www.
episcopalchurch.org/blog/eye/all beginning July 11th
-Rev. Lindsay

Baptisms 
The Sacrament of Baptism will be offered at the 
10:15am service on the Feast of St. Matthew (September 
17th) and All Saints Day (November 5th). If you 
would like to be baptized or have a child you would 
like to baptize, please contact Victoria Wolcott in 
the church office or a member of the clergy. 

Class of 2017
Congratulations to all of our graduates. We are so 
proud of you and all that you have accomplished!
8th Graders
Amelia Chandless to attend St. Francis High School
Abby Davis to attend Santa Catalina School
Hannah Davis to attend Santa Catalina School
Ryan Davis to attend Serra High School
Maddie Etheridge to attend Crystal 
Springs Uplands School
Zoe Flemate to attend Design Tech High School
Lauren Hagerty to attend Sacred Heart Preparatory
Marina Noack to attend Aragon High School
Jack Pine to attend Drew School
High School Seniors
Zach Davis to attend to attend Syracuse University 
Jack McNally to attend Occidental College
Grace Stephenson to attend Notre Dame University
Owen Thomas to attend Wilamette 
University (Salem, OR)
Konnor von Emster to attend UC Berkeley
Michael von Emster to attend University 
of Colorado, Boulder
College Graduates
Cole Andrew Gabor graduated from Menlo 
College with a BA in Business Management 
with a concentration in Finance
Luc McNally graduated from Villanova University 
(Villanova, PA) with a BA in Political Science 
Hollyn Mudge graduated from Pepperdine 
University (Malibu, CA) Summa Cum 
Laude with a BA in Economics
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Ministry Spotlight: Facilities 
Master Planning Committee
Our beautiful main campus, the Charles House 
apartments, and the Early Childhood Development 
program are what they are today because of the tireless 
work of the Facilities Master Planning Committee. At the 
helm from the start were Father Eric and Mark McKee 
along with a group of volunteers representing both the 
parish and Day School. This group worked with the 
architect to determine our objectives for the expansion 
of the St. Matthew’s Campus. The committee conducted 
surveys and outlined the needs of the parish and school. 
The breakthrough idea was St. Matthew’s Hall, which 
would provide more classrooms, a conference room, 
a library, and a Sunday School classroom, as well as a 
basement gym. This was a great accomplishment and 
exceeded all expectations. Once the needs were resolved, 
the esthetics of the construction had to be addressed. The 
historic architecture of the church needed to blend with 
the new building, both to complement and differentiate 
the buildings. The committee made decisions about 
interior finishes, colors, carpets, lights, and book cases. 
The committee worked with the architect, contractor and 
designer to make sure that no details were overlooked.  
The final phase of the construction project was the 
landscaping, which included the Memorial Garden, 
wall, parking lot and walkway. This year all aspects 
of the project will be complete. We thank everyone 
who worked diligently over the last seven years to add 
new spaces in keeping with our beautiful campus.

~ Ildiko Gabor
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Double Bill For 
September Book Group
Our last book was Conclave, a thriller about 
the election of a new pope set in the near 
future. We enjoyed the wealth of procedural 
detail, the suspense as front-runners fall from 
favor, and the depth of the characters. The 
book sets the centuries-old election process 
in a very modern world, where technology, 
politics, and terrorism threaten to disrupt 
the gathering of cardinals. We agreed that 
this book would make a fascinating movie.
Breaking from tradition, we have selected two books 
for reading over the summer: H is for Hawk by Helen 
Macdonald and The Sense of an Ending by Julian Barnes.
The Sense of an Ending follows Tony Webster, a 
middle-aged man, as he contends with a past he 
had left behind until his closest childhood friends 
return with a vengeance. This concise novel 
examines memory and the way that new information 
can force us to reassess long held assumptions 
about ourselves, our friends, and past events.

H is for Hawk combines memoir and landscape, 
history and falconry. When naturalist and falconer 
Helen Macdonald lost her beloved father, she 
thought her world was ending. Her journey from 
crippling grief to something resembling grace takes 
place on the wings of a deadly bird of prey–the 
notoriously prickly, and murderous, goshawk. 
We will meet on Wednesday, September 20th at 
7:00 pm. Sonia Warfield will host. Read one or 
both of these bestselling and widely acclaimed 
books and join the discussion. -Susan Peterson

Helping Homeless Children 
Have Sweeter Dreams 
On June 11th, the Ladies of St. Catherine’s Section assembled totes 
for “Project Night Night”. The totes were delivered to First Step 
for Families in San Mateo. Each Night Night Package contains a 
new security blanket, an age-appropriate children’s book, and a 
stuffed animal — all nestled inside of a new canvas tote bag. By 
providing objects of reliable comfort, Project Night Night reduces 
trauma and advances the emotional and cognitive well-being of 
the children in need. Every child who receives one of the Night 
Night Packages leaves the shelter owning a book that encourages 
reading and family bonding, a security blanket that can be cuddled, 
and a stuffed animal that can become a cherished friend.
Sadly, 1 in 30 American children will face homelessness sometime 
this year. Thanks to Nancy Eurotas, Helen Schwab, Victoria 
Wolcott, Jane Dunbar, Jenny Mathes, Carolyn Grace Millet, Marilyn 
Callaghan, Carolyn Hodges, Anne Hinds, May Lee, Elizabeth 
Weatherby, Kathleen Gantvoort, and Darlia Clerico (not pictured), 
we will bring comfort to 10 homeless children in San Mateo.
~ Ildiko Gabor, St. Catherine’s

CCB Basics: July 23rd and 30th 
What is Church Community Builder? Why do we use it? 
CCB is the way we keep track of all the amazing groups on 
campus and all the people who belong to the parish. All group 
heads should have access and know how to use the fundamentals 
of CCB. We will have trainings to familiarize people with the 
functionality of CCB and get accounts activated and updated 
on Sunday, July 23rd and Sunday, July 30th at 10:15am in the St. 
Matthew’s Hall Conference Room. All are welcome! Training 
will last about 45 minutes. Bring a computer or tablet if you can, 
so you can practice throughout the training. -Rev. Lindsay
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The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew  
is a family called by Christ . . . 

  to live God’s Love, 
to share the Gospel, 
to grow Spiritually

Come celebrate with us!
Service is at 9:00 am each Sunday in July and 

August and 8:00 am & 10:15 am all other months
 

Morning Prayer, 9 am, Tuesdays & Thursdays
Rite I Holy Eucharist, 9 am, Fridays

The Tau Cross is the monthly newsletter of the Episcopal Church of St. Matthew. We welcome submissions that have a connection to the 
parish. Inclusion is at the discretion of the staff and may be edited for space or clarity. The deadline for articles is the 15th of the month 
and may be sent by email to Beth von Emster at bvonemster@yahoo.com or deposited in the Tau Cross mailbox in the church office.  
Entries should follow these guidelines: Include title of event or article; 200 word maximum description including when, where, cost and 
contact information as applicable; Avoid abbreviations and other “insider” lingo; Further guidelines and tips available upon request.  
Tau Cross Staff: Editor, Beth von Emster; Associate Editor, Cherie Hammer; Layout & Design //dadalab.com

The Tau Cross

upcoming events
July 4 Independence Day Service

July 16-22 Youth Service Trip

July 23, 30 CCB Training (see page 7)

August 1 Taizé Service
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