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Common Hope—Common Trust: Stewardship 2017
When asked to guess which book is the author Ken 
Follett’s bestselling title, most people gravitate towards 
naming one of his espionage novels. Many are surprised 
to learn that Pillars of the Earth, a novel about building a 
cathedral in the Middle Ages, is by far his most popular 
work. When Follett first started talking about the idea, 
some of his friends were quite shocked. They said, “you 
know, you’ve had a lot of success with these thrillers, are 
you sure you want to write about building a church?”
Much of the novel’s success is due to Follett’s ability 
to engage the reader with the colorful drama of feudal 
life. What I found fascinating in the book was the 
way that the construction of a cathedral changed the 
fabric of life for all of those living within its sphere of 
influence. The cathedral was not just a place of worship. 
It also became a crossroads for trade and a gathering 
place that promoted the sharing of ideas and culture. 
Cathedrals took decades to build, yet once  completed, 
the soaring spaces provided inspiration and shaped the 
imagination of future generations. A cathedral is an 
achievement far beyond anything that a single individual 
can create and it serves to change people’s lives. 
At St. Matthew’s, we are involved in an activity 
that ventures to build a special type of community. 
Our beautiful buildings provide a structure, a place 
and context for our gathering, but it is the people 
and programs at St. Matthew’s that really build our 
community. Our life of faith is a complex communal 
venture. Our buildings provide a venue for a talented 
staff of clergy, musicians, educators, administrators 
and maintenance workers who all work to support 
and encourage our common life of faith.

Financial Stewardship is the phrase 
we use to talk about our common 
commitment to financially support 
the mission and ministry of our 
parish. In our stewardship model we rely upon the 
generosity and common trust of our entire parish to 
support our programs. I am thankful for the number 
of households who have made financial pledging a 
priority and have helped to improve the financial health 
of our church. As a parish, our level of pledging is 
still below the benchmark of the Diocesan average, 
but we have made progress, and I believe we have the 
sense of working together to right our financial ship. 
Like the task of estimating the cost of building a 
cathedral, most people have no idea of how much 
it costs to run a parish the size of St. Matthew’s, 
one that ventures to actively engage parishioners 
young and old. While only a few of our parishioners 
have reached the tithe level of giving (10% of one’s 
income), some have been able to significantly increase 
their level of financial support. Such examples 
of generosity speak to a common hope that as a 
community we will eventually raise our level of giving 
until we fully support our common life together.
None of us can be the church by ourselves. We need one 
another. A church finds its identity in finding ways to 
support one another, to be there for one another. It is my 
hope that during this season of financial stewardship you 
will consider making a significant commitment to our 
community. I invite you to give generously in support of 
our common hope.
+Blessings, Fr. Eric+



2

P A R I S H  B U L L E T I N

Milestones
Baptism
Sidney Thomas Hills, September 18th

Taizé Candlelight Service 
Tuesday, October 4th at 7pm
Everyone is invited to attend this ecumenical service 
characterized by meditative silence, repetitive songs, 
scripture and prayer. Taizé is the first Tuesday of 
every month (year around) in the side chapel. 
Mark your calendar for future services through 
year-end: November 1st and December 6th.

Sunday Coffee Hour
The rotation for bringing treats to coffee 
hour after the Sunday service is as follows:
October 2: A-D October 9: E-J
October 16: K-P October 23: Q-S 
October 30: T-Z
We ask you to please put the food you 
are bringing on a paper plate (rather 
than in a package) and place it on 
the table in Julia Beylard Hall.

Second Harvest Food Bank 
and St. Matthew’s
When you go grocery shopping, please consider 
picking up a few extra canned goods or other non-
perishable items. You can leave your food donations 
either in a basket at the back of the church or at 
the church office. These donations will be placed 
in a Second Harvest collection barrel for pick-up. 
We appreciate your thoughtfulness and thank you for 
your donations.

Women’s Spirituality Group
Women of all ages are invited to join us for the 
women’s spirituality group. We meet every week 
throughout the year at Charles House on Mondays 
at 9:15. This is a small group opportunity to 
reflect on scripture, God’s presence in our lives, 
the challenges of discipleship and prayer. For 
more information, please contact Rev. Lindsay 
or Ginger Fortmiller via the church office.

Transformation of 
our Youth Programs
This past summer our high school 
youth had a wonderful opportunity 
to visit the Nez Perce Native 
American Reservation. I am so 
grateful for everyone who pulled 
through with financial support 
and for Janine for jumping in head 
first to make the trip happen in 
my absence. I was sad to not be able to be along as 
I have greatly enjoyed my time on previous trips 
to Los Angeles and Massachusetts with our youth, 
working alongside the Rev. Martha Korienek of 
St. Paul’s. A week before our youth left for their 
mission trip, Martha announced that she had 
accepted a call to Grace Church New York as their 
Associate Rector. I will miss her, as will our youth 
who have gotten to know her. St. Paul’s is currently 
searching for a new Associate Rector, and we are 
hoping this new person will join the team soon.
While Martha was still here, we began conversations 
with Transfiguration about their youth program and 
how they might be interested in collaborating with St. 
Paul’s and us. Our meetings have been collaborative 
and exciting and we are thrilled to share with you 
what we have come up with. Junior high and high 
school youth will meet for dinner, we will have 
separate junior high and high school programming, 
and then we will reconnect for worship. For the fall, 
on a trial basis we will be moving among the three 
campuses: October – Transfiguration, November – 
St. Paul’s, and December – St. Matthew’s. Our new 
curriculum will focus on hot topics that are heavy 
on our youth’s hearts and are tackled in a way that 
allows for them to integrate Christian practices 
into their daily life. Together, we are looking at 
combining the best practices from all three parishes 
in order to make our “Combined Awesome Yet to be 
Named Youth Group” bigger and better than ever!
Blessings, Rev. Lindsay+
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Help St. Matthew’s 
Raise Funds While 
You Shop!
eScrip is a program that gives to 
charities you select whenever you 
shop with merchants registered 
with the eScrip program. All you 
do is sign up on eScrip.com and 
then merchants give back. When 
you shop online, buy groceries, or 
dine out, you make a difference 
for the organizations you choose.
New eScrip Users: Visit www.
escrip.com to set up your 
eScrip account. Make sure you 
list “St. Matthew’s Episcopal 
Church” (Group ID number is 
137107192 ) as your beneficiary 
group. Register all of your credit 
and debit cards (personal and 
business) and your Safeway 
card. Every time you spend 
with those cards at participating 
stores, St. Matthew’s earns up 
to 10% from the retailers. 
Returning eScrip Users: Log in 
to your account to update and 
add cards. Note: Safeway requires 
customers to “renew their 
commitment” annually on the 
eScrip site. It is as easy as a couple 
of clicks! Bookmark the link to the 
eScrip Online Mall.  Select from 
100+ name brand merchants, 
including Amazon, Apple, Dell, 
Expedia, Nordstrom, Pottery 
Barn, Williams-Sonoma and 
more. Forgot your Safeway card 
number? Call Safeway customer 
service at 1-877-723-3929. They 
can look up your account number 
with your phone number.
Questions about the program? 
Contact Ildiko Segreti at 678-9143.

CELEBRATE Sundays
Fall brings the renewal of CELEBRATE Sundays. On these 
special days at the 10:15 service, there will be no church school. 
Instead, children and youth will participate actively in the 
liturgy as ushers, greeters, readers, acolytes and more. These 
services are a great opportunity for our congregation to connect 
intergenerationally. Join us for these upcoming Sundays:
October 2nd:  Feast of St. Francis and the Annual 
Blessing of the Animals. Be sure to bring Fido or 
Fluffy to church for our courtyard service!
November 6th:  All Saints Day
November 27th:  Season of Advent
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St Matthew’s, San Mateo
The Rev. Lindsay Hills

lmhills@episcopalstmatthew.org

The  
“Awesome, 
Combined,  
yet to be 
Named" 

Youth Group
We are excited to announce a 
new endeavour for Mid-Peninsula 
Episcopal Teens. We will be 
combining energy, ideas and 
creativity from three churches in 
one Middle & High School youth 
program in the 2016-2017 program 
year.

Each month youth from 
Transfiguration, St. Paul’s
-Burlingame, and St. Matthew’s
-San Mateo will bring 
particular skills and energy 
together to combine friendship, 
food, faith, and fun. Each parish 
will take turns hosting monthly
gatherings. Youth leaders from 
each parish will offer specific 
program activities and events. 

Questions? Contact your parish’s 
clergy youth leader.

October - hosted by Transfiguration
3900 Alameda De Las Pulgas, San Mateo

2nd @ 5-7pm - Kick Off Party
 and time to pick a name!

16th @ 5-7pm - Way To Live 
 a discussion about life.

29th @ 7:30pm-7:30am - Lock In  
 Halloween themed overnight.

November - hosted by St Paul’s
415 El Camino Real, Burlingame

6th @ 5-7pm - Something Fun

13th @ 1-3pm - Journey Home 
 sponsored walk for Home and Hope

20th @ 5-7pm - Way To Live 
 a discussion about life.

December - hosted by St Matthew’s
1 S El Camino Real, San Mateo

4th @ 5-7pm - Way to Live 
 a discussion about life.

11th @ 5-7pm - Christmas party

17th @ 5-7pm - Snow Day
  this event is at Transfiguration

Transfiguration, San Mateo
The Rev. Monica Whitaker

monica@transfig-sm.org

St Paul’s, Burlingame
The Rev. Thomas Skillings
tskillings@stpaulsburlingame.org
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First Friday in November: 
Mark Your Calendar!

Our annual First Friday all-parish 
Thanksgiving dinner is Friday, 

November 4th. Check your weekly 
Ivy Leaf bulletin for the forthcoming 

details.  Sign-ups for side dishes 
and desserts will take place at coffee 
hours during the month of October. 

Childcare will be provided.
This is a special time for us all to 

come together over a meal to give 
thanks for all of our blessings. We 
look forward to seeing you there.

For questions, please contact 
Nancy Fischer at  650-552-9402 

or nanfish@sbcglobal.net. 

United Thank Offering Ingathering: 
Sunday, October 9th 

Do you know that United Thank 
Offerings, which support prayers of 
thanksgiving and the mission of the 
Episcopal Church, began in 1889, 
24 years AFTER the founding of St. 
Matthew’s parish? Our church has 
been a dedicated and generous donor 
to UTO for many, many decades, and 
a leader in the diocese in its generosity. 
You can use a blue box in your home to 
encourage thankful prayer as a family 
activity. Growing up, the Blue Box had 
a prominent place on our kitchen table!
UTO’s Mission Statement says: Put 
gifts into the Blue Box (or envelope) 
with thanksgiving, prayer, and 
generosity. Take blessings out of the 
box for grants extending the church’s 
faithfulness to God’s mission.
Whether you donate or not, you are, 
as an Episcopalian, a member of the 
United Thank Offering. UTO provides 
an opportunity to contribute in a 
meaningful way to mission through 

daily prayers of thanks for all the 
good things we have and recognize in 
our lives. By giving to UTO, we offer 
a gift to someone else while we also 
honor our blessings as we add funds 
to the Blue Box or envelope. Our bills 
and coins can help someone in great 
need; they can also help the work 
of Seminarians, young people and 
the broader Anglican Communion. 
See http://www.episcopalchurch.
org/files/episcopal_church_2016_
grants_brochure.pdf for a listing 
of all 2016 grants, and note that in 
the Diocese of California, All Saints 
San Leandro received a significant 
grant to help it “go green.”
Blue Boxes and envelopes are 
always available at the back of 
the church. Please be generous 
in your thankfulness. 
Albe Larsen, UTO Coordinator for St. 
Matthew’s 650-888-8897  
amlarsen@coastside.net

Day School News

The Day School Community 
will be hosting our annual 

Admission Open Houses on 
Sunday, October 23rd  from 
1:00pm to 3:30pm and on 
Tuesday evening, December 
6th from 6:00pm to 7:30pm. 
Interested families please contact 
Ellen Williamson, Director of 
Admission, at 650-274-0728 or 
ewilliamson@stmatthewsday.org.
School Admission Tours are 
available by appointment – please 
visit https://www.stmatthewsday.
org/  and click on the Admission 
tab for more information.

Pizza Fundraisers: 
A Success and 
More to Come!
Our monthly California Pizza 
Kitchen fundraiser has not only 
helped us raise about $700 thus 
far for our church, it has become 
another avenue for fellowship. 
Whether you are sitting at the 
counter at CPK, or driving 
across the bay to have dinner 
with church friends, or stopping 
in before you catch a flight, our 
monthly dinners have become 
another way for parishioners to 
build relationships.  Please join 
us October 6 for our next CPK 
fellowship fundraiser. A group 
will gather at the CPK in Hillsdale 
Mall at 6:30. ~ Ildiko Segreti
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Commemoration 
of All Faithful 
Departed Service 
– Wednesday, 
November 2nd 
Join us on Wednesday, 
November 2nd at 7pm in the 
garden as we celebrate the Feast 
of All Souls. We will honor 
the saints who walked among 
us and are now part of the 
“Great Cloud of Witnesses.” In 
addition, we will read the list 
of parishioners and loved ones 
who have died in the past year. 
If you would like to include 
someone on the reading of 
names, please contact Parish 
Administrator Victoria Wolcott 
at office@episcopalstmatthew.
org. All are invited to participate 
in this moving candlelight 
service, which will take place 
outside (weather permitting).

Grief Support Class
We have many wonderful 
ministries at St. Matthew’s, and 
one of our gems is our grief 
support class. Grief support 
groups offer companionship 
and understanding from others 
who have experienced a similar 
loss and are experiencing the 
similar challenges that living 
with grief brings. The loss 
could be of a loved one, a pet, 
a job, a friendship. We all need 
a support system to help us 
as we move through our grief 
journey. While family and 
friends are vital, unless they 
have experienced a close personal 
loss, they most likely don’t fully 
“get it.”  I learned that tears can be 
cleansing, and that grief represents 

the depth of the love you had 
for your loss.  Grief is a life-long 
journey and Kathy Faenzi and 
Darlia Clerico share resources you 
need to live a healthy, happy life. I 

encourage anyone facing a loss take 
the class when it is offered again.
~ Ildiko Segreti

Grantus
PEACE

a benefit for Home and Hope

October pm|
St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church

Childcare available: ages 2-6yr | Reception to follow with refreshments

No admission fee | Suggested donation at the door

1310 Bayswater Ave, Burlingame, CA

WITH CHOIRS FROM: ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA CATHOLIC CHURCH
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF SAN MATEO, U.C.C. | THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF ST. MATTHEW | FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF

BURLINGAME | ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

9 52016 ,

MULTI-FAITH CHORAL CONCERT
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Hearts for Justice
Addiction, Recovery, & Grace

October 22, 2016   10:00 am

330 Ravenswood Ave
Menlo Park CA 94025

650-326-2083
www.trinitymenlopark.org

RSVP: www.trinitymenlopark.org/heartsforjustice

free of charge, space is limited, childcare available

The Third Annual

Speakers
The Rt. Rev. Chilton Knudsen

Fr. Tom Weston, S.J.

Art created by inmates at Elmwood Correctional Facility © Art and Spirit
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“From	ghoulies	and	ghosties	and	long-leggedy	beasties	and 

things	that	go	bump	in	the	night...		Good	Lord,	deliver	us!”	~	Unknown	Author		
    

Saturday Oct 22nd 5:00p-8:00p    
    

Day	School	&	Parish	little	ones	and	their	families	are	invited	
to	a	boo-tastic	scary-riffic	Halloween	bash!	

				
	

					 		Hear	spooky	organ	music	from	our	own	Phantom	of	the	Opera.	
		Watch	a	funnybone-rattling	movie.		
		Hear	real	St.	Matthew's	ghost	stories…if	you	dare!	
		Enjoy	delectable	treats…but	no	tricks!	

	
Please	RSVP	to	the	church	office	or	on	the	Day	School	website.	

	

 

5th Annual St Matthew’s Family 

Halloween Fright Fest	

Come in Costume!! 

Admission $5 per child or FREE with  
a donated costume for InnVision Shelter Network 

Join the St. Matthew’s 
Community to Support 
Home & Hope 
The Journey Home is an annual walk/
run event scheduled to take place at 
1:00pm on Sunday November 13th, 
at Seal Point Park in San Mateo. The 
event is organized by our parish to 
raise awareness about homelessness 
in our area and to provide an 
opportunity for supporters to 
celebrate their shared ministry. 
You can register for the event or 
donate by visiting journeyhome.
homeandhope.net. When you 
register, you can form your own 
team or join Team St. Matthew!

Home & Hope is an interfaith 
collaborative that supports homeless 
families in San Mateo County. St. 
Matthew’s partners with over 30 
other congregations and over 1,400 
volunteers who together enable 
Home and Hope to offer, in their 
words, “lots of love and support, 
shelter, meals and a full service Day 
Care Center,” while placing families 
on the path to finding a new home.

In advance I gives thanks for your 
support. I look forward to seeing 
many of you on the afternoon of 
November 13th!  
Blessings, Fr. Eric+
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The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew  
is a family called by Christ . . . 

  to live God’s Love, 
to share the Gospel, 
to grow Spiritually

Come celebrate with us!
Services are 8:00 am & 10:15 am  

every Sunday 
 

Morning Prayer, 9 am, Tuesdays & Thursdays
Rite I Holy Eucharist, 9 am, Fridays

The Tau Cross is the monthly newsletter of the Episcopal Church of St. Matthew. We welcome submissions that have a connection to the 
parish. Inclusion is at the discretion of the staff and may be edited for space or clarity. The deadline for articles is the 15th of the month 
and may be sent by email to Beth von Emster at bvonemster@yahoo.com or deposited in the Tau Cross mailbox in the church office.  
Entries should follow these guidelines: Include title of event or article; 200 word maximum description including when, where, cost and 
contact information as applicable; Avoid abbreviations and other “insider” lingo; Further guidelines and tips available upon request.  
Tau Cross Staff: Editor, Beth von Emster; Associate Editor, Cherie Hammer; Layout & Design //dadalab.com

The Tau Cross
upcoming events

October 2 Feast of St. Francis/ Blessing of the Animals

October 4 Taizé Service

October 6 California Pizza Kitchen Fundraiser

October 8 Parish Gala

October 9
United Thank Offering
Multi-faith Choral Concert

October 22 Fright Fest

October 23 Day School Open House
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