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New Year’s Resolutions for Sunday
Most of you know that I am in the
home stretch of completing my
Doctor of Ministry degree through
The University of the South which
is also known as Sewanee. It is
hard to believe that five years of
study have gone by, and that at this writing I have
almost completed my D. Min. project. At this point,
graduation in May still seems a long way off.
One of the benefits of going back to school midway
thorough one’s career is coming into contact with
colleagues who likewise have many years of parish
experience. Recounting stories of things that we have
in common while also noting the great variety of parish
experiences is a valuable part of our academic time
together. I have made several friendships that extend
beyond our summer time together at Sewanee.
This fall, I was catching up with Mike (Fr. Mike to his
parishioners), a friend and classmate whose parish is
in Collegeville, Pennsylvania. We were talking about
how our stewardship campaigns were progressing and
Mike was excited to share something different that his
parish added to their 2016 stewardship campaign. He
said that in addition to asking people to wrestle with
their level of financial giving, their stewardship group
added a line on the pledge card where households
were asked to make a commitment for the number
of Sundays that they would attend church.
Mike explained to his congregation that no one was
checking the pledge cards to examine the number of
Sundays recorded; rather, the value of the added line
was for individuals and households to contemplate
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and reflect upon their level of participation in
weekly Sunday worship. Simply asking the question
highlighted the communal nature of worship and
pointed to the synergies that accrue when people
commit to be together more frequently. The result of
asking people to reflect upon their level of Sunday
attendance was that a healthy conversation ensued
regarding how people balance many things in their
lives and the value of being intentional in thinking
about their commitment to their parish community.
While we will not be sending out a supplemental
pledge card to record your intended level of Sunday
participation for 2016, I invite you to contemplate
your level of Sunday Service attendance. Few people
are able to sign up for the full Season Ticket package
which includes 52 Sunday services and numerous
special days of worship. We also know that some will
always remain at the Christmas and Easter level of
engagement. For those somewhere in between, I would
suggest that there is a significant difference between
the magnitude of engagement of twelve Sundays a
year verses twenty-four, and it is worth our thinking
about the community that we aspire to become.
My time at Sewanee reaffirmed that investing in
spending time together has many rewards. The depth
and quality of my spiritual life has been enhanced. It
is my same experience of parish life—that spending
time together enriches the experience for everyone.
As we each contemplate the future that the new year
will bring, and perhaps make resolutions, I hope that
our parish community will be an important part of
your thoughts! Blessings in the New Year! Fr. Eric+
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Youth News

Milestones
In Memoriam
Robert D’Elia, November 29

Junior High Youth Group (6th-8th Grade)
January 17, 5pm	Martin Luther King, Jr. (MLK) Day
Lock-in at St. Matthew’s with Trinity
Menlo Park, Transfiguration San
Mateo and St. Paul’s Burlingame
January 18	MLK Day of Service!
January 24	All Youth Event (details
to be announced)

Taizé Candlelight Service
Tuesday, January 5th at 7pm
Everyone is invited to attend this ecumenical service
characterized by meditative silence, repetitive songs,
scripture and prayer. Taizé is the first Tuesday of
every month (year around) in the side chapel. If
you would like to be added to our new email
list to learn more about Taizé and receive email
reminders, please contact Rev. Lindsay at lmhills@
episcopalstmatthew.org. Save the dates for future
services: February 2nd, March 1st, April 6th, and May 3rd.

High School Youth Group (9th-12th Grade)
Monthly Theme: Justice and Peace
January 3 	No Meeting
January 10	Normal Meeting (5pm, St. Paul’s)
January 17, 5pm	MLK Lock-in at St. Matthew’s with
Trinity, Menlo Park, Transfiguration
San Mateo and St. Paul’s Burlingame
January 18	MLK Day of Service!
January 24	All Youth Group Event
(details to be announced)
January 31	Brunch (11:30, St. Matthews
 Downtown San Mateo)
Join youth from St. Paul’s, Burlingame and St.
Matthew’s, San Mateo for weekly youth group! Dinner
is included unless otherwise specified. Contact
Rev. Lindsay at lmhills@episcopalstmatthew.
org with questions or concerns. If you would
like to provide dinner for our youth please email
Rev. Lindsay; your hospitality is appreciated.

Sunday Coffee Hour:
The rotation for bringing treats to coffee hour
after the Sunday service is as follows:
January 3:		
A-D
January 10:		
E-J
January 17:		
K-P
January 24:		
Q-S
January 31:		
T-Z
We ask you to please put the food you are bringing
on a paper plate (rather than in a package) and
place it on the table in Julia Beylard Hall.

Second Harvest Food Bank
and St. Matthew’s

Family Fellowship – Dinner Group
Saturday, January 9th at 6pm in Julia Beylard Hall
How about a night out-at church! We will gather
and share a potluck meal with other families at
St. Matthew’s. Afterwards, the children have the
opportunity to play together while adults socialize.
It’s a win–win for the entire family. Save the dates
for the next several fellowship gatherings: February
13th, March 12th, April 9th, and May 14th.

When you go grocery shopping, please consider
picking up a few extra canned goods or other nonperishable items. You can leave your food donations
either in a basket at the back of the church or at the
church office. These donations will be placed in a
Second Harvest collection barrel for pick-up.
We appreciate your thoughtfulness and
thank you for your donations.
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Women’s Spirituality Group
Mondays at 9am, Charles House
Women of all ages are invited on an ongoing basis to
join us for a new women’s spirituality group. We will be
exploring the ever-relevant challenge of Sabbath. We will
be using the book Sabbath in the Suburbs: A Family’s
Experiment with Holy Time, by MaryAnn McKibben Dana
to ground our exploration and reflection. Sabbath in the
Suburbs “...portrays the challenging quest of living the
Sabbath while seeking a faithful balance in the abundance
of choices and endless demands placed upon families
today.” - Kathleen Long Bottom, Author of 99 Ways to
Raise Spiritually Healthy Children. Books are available
for purchase in the church office for $10 or through
Jennifer Buckley jennifer.buckley@me.com. Please
contact Rev. Lindsay (lmhills@episcopalstmatthew.org)
or Ginger Fortmiller to learn more about the group.

CELEBRATE Sundays!
Our next CELEBRATE Sundays will be held on
January 10 (Baptism of Our Lord), February 7 (Day
School Sunday), March 20 (Palm Sunday), April 17
(Earth Day), and May 15 (Pentecost). Children and
youth play important roles in the liturgies during the
10:15 service on these Sundays. There is no church
school but the nursery is available to children under 4.
Together we will learn and grow and CELEBRATE!

Book Group Meeting
January 27
We will be reading Edith Wharton’s The House of Mirth for
our January meeting. Set at the dawn of the 20th Century,
this novel established Wharton’s reputation as a keen
observer of the glittering New York aristocracy and its
social mores. It tells the story of Lily Bart, an intelligent
and resourceful young woman, who must marry in order
to maintain her social position. If you are a fan of classic
American fiction or of historical novels, we encourage
you to read this book. It’s available in numerous editions,
including several audio books. A film version with Gillian
Anderson as Lily Bart also is available on DVD. We will
meet on Wednesday, January 27 at 7:00pm at the home
of Susan and Martin Partlan. Hope to see you there!
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Partnering with
People of Faith
With Christ’s birth a sense of hope,
at times lost, is rediscovered…
reborn in our hearts. This
Christmas hope is the promise
that reconciliation is possible.
In Advent we sing, “Disperse the gloomy clouds
of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel.” Jesus’ birth ushers in
the hope that indeed those clouds will disperse. As
Christians, we believe that we are co-creators of this
new world with Christ, and God incarnate comes
to lead the way. Together we are instruments of that
peace, if we allow ourselves to be. One profound
way that we can do the restorative work we are
called to do this Christmas season is through our
partnership with the Peninsula Multifaith Coalition.
Founded in 2012, the Peninsula Multifaith Coalition
is a group of faith congregations and organizations
working together on projects to improve our
community. This volunteer-led coalition holds
or supports several events each year, such as the
Peninsula Multifaith Day of Service on Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day, Multifaith Family Gathering in August,
and the annual Peninsula Freedom Seder, held in
the spring. But most importantly the mission of the
Peninsula Multifaith Coalition is to “bring together
our diverse faith communities to build bridges of
understanding and respect. We stand together with
humility to acknowledge our common values, learn
from one another and serve our wider world.”
This January 18, 2016, Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day, is the perfect opportunity for us to do our
part in partnering with the people of faith to
build the Kingdom of God on Earth here and
now. We will gather with members from across
faith communities of the Peninsula for a day of
service. All the information you need to register
for your work site is found in the flyer found in
this issue of the Tau Cross. The youth of our parish
(and three other parishes) will be participating in
this important day, and I hope you will consider
joining them as we seek and serve Christ in all
people, loving our neighbors as ourselves.
Blessings, Rev. Lindsay+
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“Great community event to get to know others in the community and help others in need.”
- 2015 volunteer

Peninsula Multifaith Coalition invites you to join us for our 4th Annual

Multifaith Day of Service
MONDAY, JANUARY 18, 2016
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

www.tinyurl.com/penmlk2016
Sign up now! Projects fill up quickly!

All participants MUST register online by Sunday, January 10.
We are sorry that we will not be able to accommodate walk-in volunteers this year.
 Family friendly with children ages 5 and up welcome at most projects
 Over 25 projects available to you that benefit our local community
 An opportunity to work side by side with those of other faiths and cultures
Most projects start with breakfast at 8:30am and end by 1:00pm.
The Multifaith Day of Service is made possible by the generosity of donors who contribute to
cover the cost of supplies, such as children’s reading material, plants for school gardens, and
lunch for veterans. Please contribute by going to http://www.peninsulamultifaith.org/donate.
Please check our website www.peninsulamultifaith.org or contact
peninsulamultifaith@gmail.com for more information.
Sponsored by the Peninsula Multifaith Coalition, Inc.

The Peninsula Multifaith Coalition brings together our diverse faith communities to build bridges of understanding and respect.
We stand together with humility to acknowledge our common values, learn from one another, and serve our wider world.
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Congregation Beth Jacob
Congregational Church of Belmont
Congregational Church of San Mateo
Episcopal Church of St. Matthew
First Presbyterian Church of Burlingame

Jewish Community Relations Council
Local Peace Initiative
Pacifica Institute
Peninsula Sinai Congregation
Peninsula Temple Beth El
Peninsula Temple Sholom
Saint Andrews Lutheran, San Mateo
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Saint Bartholomew Parish
St. Matthias Catholic Church
Saint Paul's Episcopal Church
Sanatan Mandir
Shinnyo-en USA
Trinity Baptist Church
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship RWC
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Mark Your Calendar –
Special Service and Parish
Annual Meeting January 24th

Episcopal Summer Camps: Registration Is Open!

St. Matthew’s will hold its annual meeting
on Sunday, January 24th in Julia Beylard
Hall. To make attendance easier for all,
we will hold one church service that day,
at 9:00 a.m., with the annual meeting
immediately following. Childcare will be
provided. Senior Warden Linda Doherty
will lead the meeting, which will include
a report from Fr. Eric Hinds, the issuance
of a written Annual Report, review of the
2016 budget and a stewardship update,
and the election of vestry members and
deanery representatives. All parishioners
are invited and urged to attend this
important event in the life of the parish.

Bishop’s Ranch Summer Camp Schedule
Family Camp – June 26 to July 2
Generations Camp – July 3 to July 9
BREAD: Explorers – July 10 to July 16 (campers
entering grades 10 - graduating seniors)
BREAD: Discoverers – July 18 to July 23
(campers entering grades 4, 5 and 6 )
BREAD: Adventurers – July 24 to July 30
(campers entering grades 7, 8 and 9)
For more details, rates and registration
information, visit www.bishopsranch.org.

Bishop’s Ranch and St. Dorothy’s Rest are retreat centers located in
Sonoma County. Both offer camps for families and youth of all ages.

St. Dorothy’s Rest Summer Camp Schedule
Ankle Biters Camp – June 17-19 (one parent, one child ages 5-7)
Russian River Adventures I – June 20-26 (ages 8-12)
Mini-Camp – June 24-26 (ages 6-8)
Teen Adventure Week – June 27-July 2 (ages 13-15)
DAY SCHOOL NEWS:
Application Due Dates
Counselor-In-Training Program – July 5-10 (ages 15-18)
Russian River Adventures II – July 11-16 (ages 8-12)
Dear St. Matthew’s Church Community,
Application deadlines, shadowing and testing Russian River Adventures III/Creative Arts – July 24-30 (ages 8-12)
for applicants to St. Matthew’s Episcopal Day For more details, rates and registration information,
visit www.stdorothysrest.org.
School are just around the corner. We do
not want your child to miss out on any of the
important admission process experiences.
SMILE! We are always looking at ways to increase financial
Please contact Ellen Williamson, Director
support of the parish. Sometimes that has been in the form
of Admission, if you have questions about
of old fashioned scrip sales or more recently eScrip. We
the application process: (650) 274-0728
are excited now to be linked to smile.amazon.com!
or ewilliamson@stmatthewsday.org.
Directions
Important Dates:
1. Go to https://smile.amazon.com/ Log in to your Amazon account
Middle School ISEE Testing at St.
Matthew’s Episcopal: Saturday, January
2. Select Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of California
9, 2016 (pre-registration required)
(San Mateo, CA). There are dozens of churches with the same
name, because it is based on our tax ID, which happens to be
Middle School Application Deadline:
the Diocesan tax ID. PLEASE SELECT “SAN MATEO, CA”.
Friday, January 15, 2016
3. Make purchases as desired!
Lower School and Preschool/
PreK Application Deadline:
Once you set your organization to support, you just have to
Friday, January 29, 2016
confirm it when you log in to smile.amazon.com, but don’t
have to search for it every time. St. Matthew’s will instantly
Kindergarten Assessment Morning:
receive .5% of all your purchases! It’s a win-win: you buy the
Saturday, February 6, 2016 (prethings you normally buy, and in doing so St. Matthew’s gets a
registration required)
little bit of money to help support our parish ministries!
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Equipping the Beloved
Community- Featuring
“Invite–Welcome–Connect”
Join Episcopalians from around the diocese
for a day of learning and fellowship at Grace
Cathedral on Saturday, January 30 (10am5pm). Mary Parmer, creator and developer
of INVITE-WELCOME-CONNECT,
born out of the Episcopal Diocese of Texas
Newcomer Project, will offer the keynote
address and teach workshops on invitation
and newcomer incorporation. The day will
also feature workshops for vestry leaders,
parish administrators and treasurers,
Eucharistic Ministers and Visitors, lectors,
adult educators and more. Empower new
vestry and congregational leaders with
the knowledge and skills to play their
roles with confidence, while enjoying
worship, fellowship, and lunch with peers
throughout the diocese. Cost: $10 (Vestry/
BC members), $25 (general admission).
Scholarships available – see a member of
the clergy. You can register online at http://
diocal.org/equipping-beloved-community.

Speaker Series Presents:
The Right Reverend William E. Swing will discuss his
new book, A Bishop’s Quest on Saturday, February 6th
at 1 pm in the Sanctuary. A reception will follow in the
Fireplace Room. There is no charge for the event. Books,
Inc. will be selling the book for $23.99 including tax.
Isn’t it time the religious of the world did more
to counter religiously motivated violence?
Part adventure story, part creation story of United
Religions Initiative, this new book from Bishop William
Swing is being hailed as a “great read,” – “ intriguing” –
“inspirational” – “fascinating” and “incredibly timely!”
Find out how one man began – and now
650,000 people worldwide continue – to
work on this essential human problem.
ge 1
8 PM Pa
postcard 4/23/15 8:0

BQpostcard.qxp_BQ

Appraisal Fair – Tickets
on Sale Now!
Saturday, January 23rd, 5-7pm, Julia Beylard
Hall
Do you know the value of that family
heirloom? The Thrift Shop presents four
experts from Bonhams in the areas of:
Furniture and Decorative Arts (American,
English, European); Asian Decorative Arts
(including ceramics, metalwork), Fine
Arts (American, English and European
paintings and drawings); and, Fine Jewelry.
General admission: $15. Admission including
up to three appraisals: $50. Appetizers included
in ticket price. Wine: $5/glass. Net proceeds
will go to local outreach. Tickets on sale after
Sunday services, at the church office and the
Thrift Shop. Buy now; attendance is limited!
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Claire Fry
A cradle Episcopalian, Claire grew up traveling
the world with the American Foreign Service. She
landed in the D.C. area for high school and attended
Wellesley College in Massachusetts, remaining in
Boston after graduation to work as an actor for six
years. Claire’s time in Boston included stints as a
costumed colonial tour guide on the Freedom Trail,
a travelling performer in many educational theater
troupes, and a classically trained Shakespearean actor.
After meeting her husband, Tom, she followed him
to Michigan and then to Korea, where they lived for
almost four years and gave birth to their first child
(Tommy). Upon returning to the U.S. and landing
in the unfamiliar territory of California, the first
order of business was seeking out a new church.
Two more children (Amelia, Joshua) and a lot of
coffee hours later, Claire is delighted and humbled
to be part of such an extraordinary institution as St.
Matthew’s. She currently serves on the Hospitality
Committee and as occasional teller of spooky stories.

VESTRY CANDIDATE
BIOGRAPHIES
Dear Parishioners of St. Matthews,
Following are short bios for three
parishioners who have been
nominated to serve three-year terms
on the Vestry beginning at our 2016
Annual Meeting. Please mark your
calendar for the Annual Meeting,
which will be held on January 24th.
Jim Alexander
Vestry Secretary

Leda Girardi

Evan Powell

Leda has been at St. Matthew’s for ten years. Her
son, Pablo Robles, 17, has been an active member
of our parish’s Sunday School, acolyte program
and youth group. Both mother and son have been
involved in Boy Scouts of America since 2004,
and Pablo is currently working on his Eagle rank
with a project to be done at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church. Leda is currently an adult leader and
committee member for Pablo’s scout Troop 44.

Evan is an experienced technology entrepreneur
with a focus on infrastructure software. He
has been founding CEO of three venturefunded software companies and is currently
CEO and co-founder of StackStorm.
Evan is also active as a consultant to investors
as well as an advisor and mentor to start-ups. In
his professional life, he is driven by helping to
imagine and actualize new products, markets,
and approaches to solving problems.
Evan and his wife, Erika, live with their nine-year-old
daughter Elizabeth in downtown San Mateo. Elizabeth
is in the fourth grade of the Day School here at St.
Matthews. He and Erika, a civil engineer at the
global firm CH2M, have been married for 11 years.
Evan holds a BA from Williams College and
a MBA from the IESE Business School in
Spain. He was raised in Athens, Georgia.
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The Tau Cross
upcoming events

The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew
is a family called by Christ . . .

January 5 Taizé Service

t o live God’s Love,
to share the Gospel,
to grow Spiritually

January 9 Family Fellowship Dinner
January 10 CELEBRATE Sunday
January 18 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service

Come celebrate with us!

January 23 Appraisal Fair

Services are 8:00 am & 10:15 am every Sunday

January 24 Parish Annual Meeting, 9am Service

Morning Prayer, 9 am, Tuesdays & Thursdays
Rite I Holy Eucharist, 9 am, Fridays

January 27 Book Group

The Tau Cross is the monthly newsletter of the Episcopal Church of St. Matthew. We welcome submissions that have a connection to the
parish. Inclusion is at the discretion of the staff and may be edited for space or clarity. The deadline for articles is the 15th of the month
and may be sent by email to Beth von Emster at bvonemster@yahoo.com or deposited in the Tau Cross mailbox in the church office.
Entries should follow these guidelines: Include title of event or article; 200 word maximum description including when, where, cost and
contact information as applicable; Avoid abbreviations and other “insider” lingo; Further guidelines and tips available upon request.
Tau Cross Staff: Editor, Beth von Emster; Associate Editor, Cherie Hammer; Layout & Design //dadalab.com
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