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Holy Week:  
Much More than Palm Sunday 
and Easter Services
By now many of you have heard me 
repeat the question that a parishioner 
from an unnamed parish in Ohio 
once asked a seminarian: “How 
come every time I come to church 
someone puts a palm in my hand?” 
I would discount such an exchange 
as unbelievable, were it not for the 
fact that the story was told to me 
by a colleague whose word I trust. 
The question serves as a reminder 
that there is not universal awareness 
with regard to the timing and 
seasonality of our worship services.

Attendance records show that at St. 
Matthew’s, our Palm Sunday and 
Easter Sunday liturgies are among 
the best attended services of the year. 
By contrast, the Holy Week services 
of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday 
and the Great Vigil of Easter are 
modestly attended. Reflecting upon 
this pattern, I am reminded of a 
parable told by Jesus as recorded in 
Matthew’s Gospel. It is the parable 
about the pearl of great price in 
which Jesus said, “the kingdom of 
heaven is like a merchant in search 
of fine pearls; on finding one pearl 

of great value, he went and sold all 
that he had and bought it” (Matthew 
13:45). I would submit that our Holy 
Week services are similar to that pearl 
of great value. While these services 
are less well known, once discovered 
and experienced, they are found 
to have great meaning and value.

The services of Holy Week are 
intended to be experienced as a 
unity—moving from Maundy 
Thursday, to Good Friday, and then 
the first celebration of Easter at the 
Vigil service (the Great Vigil of Easter 
is an ancient liturgy that provides 
for the earliest celebration of Easter 
on the eve of the feast day). If the 
Holy Week services are unfamiliar 
to you or you are working with time 
constraints, I would suggest that 
you venture to attend at least one 
of these less well known services. 

At the Maundy Thursday service, 
communion takes on greater depth 
and meaning. This is true not just 
because the service places the Last 
Supper in historical context, but 
because it also includes a liturgy of 

foot washing before, 
and the stripping 
of the altar after, the gathered 
community shares communion. The 
Good Friday service is characterized 
by some of the most hauntingly 
beautiful music of the church year. 
The service is also paired with a very 
dramatic liturgy. The drama of the 
Great Vigil of Easter begins with an 
entrance into a dark church. The 
candlelight vigil that follows comes to 
an end with a dramatic shift to light 
announcing the celebration of Easter.

Many churches, when faced with 
smaller attendance numbers for their 
Holy Week services, scale back their 
offerings. At St. Matthew’s we have 
a long tradition of placing a special 
emphasis upon the services that we 
offer during Holy Week. It is my hope 
that along with seasoned Holy Week 
veterans, many new parishioners 
will discover the beauty, depth of 
meaning, and joy of these services 
for the first time. I look forward to a 
great Holy Week!  
Blessings, Fr. Eric+



2

P A R I S H  B U L L E T I N

Taizé Candlelight Service 
Tuesday, April 4th at 7pm
Everyone is invited to attend this ecumenical 
service characterized by meditative silence, 
repetitive songs, scripture and prayer. Taizé 
is the first Tuesday of every month (year 
around) in the side chapel. Mark your 
calendar for next month’s service: May 2nd. 

Sunday Coffee Hour
The rotation for bringing treats to coffee 
hour after the Sunday service is as follows:
April 2: A-D April 9: E-J
April 16: K-P April 23: Q-S 
April 30: T-Z 
We ask you to please put the food you 
are bringing on a paper plate (rather 
than in a package) and place it on 
the table in Julia Beylard Hall. 

Second Harvest Food 
Bank and St. Matthew’s
When you go grocery shopping, please 
consider picking up a few extra canned 
goods or other non-perishable items. 
You can leave your food donations 
either in the basket at the back of the 
church or at the church office. These 
donations will be placed in a Second 
Harvest collection barrel for pick-up.
We appreciate your thoughtfulness 
and thank you for your donations.

Women’s Spirituality Group
Women of all ages are invited to join us for 
a women’s spirituality group. We meet every 
week throughout the year at Charles House 
on Mondays at 9:15 am. This is a small group 
opportunity to reflect on scripture, God’s 
presence in our lives and the challenges of 
discipleship, and engage in prayer. For more 
information, please contact Rev. Lindsay 
or Ginger Fortmiller via the church office.

YG3: Youth Group
Youth in grades 6-12 gather together for food, fun and 
fellowship! Join youth from St. Matthew’s, Transfiguration, 
and St. Paul’s.  See Rev. Lindsay with any questions or for more 
information. Hope to see you there! All of the meetings in April 
will take place on Sundays from 5-7pm at St. Matthew’s. 
 April 9th:  Agape Meal 
 April 23rd:  Way to Live: Bodies
 April 30th:  Holocaust Survivor Helen Farkas

The Angelic Faces of St. Matthew’s: Tim and 
Karen Catlin
Devoted, gifted and caring are 
a few words to describe this 
wonderful couple who joined St. 
Matthew’s 22 years ago. Together 
with their two adorable children, 
Emma and Ted, Karen and Tim 
have given much of themselves. 
Tim has served on the Vestry 
twice, the second time as 
Senior Warden. He has lent 
his beautiful tenor voice 
to the choir and served as 
choir director numerous times. Tim has assisted in hiring many 
soloists and choir directors. His talents extend to playing piano 
at many Sunday services. He also has served as an acolyte.
Karen has served on the Vestry. She was a Day School 
room parent. You also will see Karen as a substitute greeter. 
Have you seen Karen’s lovely hand-knit accessories? She 
generously donates them to our church auctions.
Thank you, Tim and Karen, for sharing your 
talents and kind hearts with St. Matthew’s.
With gratitude and blessings, Darlia Clerico

CELEBRATE Sundays
On CELEBRATE Sundays at the 10:15 service, there will be no 
church school. Instead, children and youth will participate actively 
in the liturgy as ushers, greeters, readers, acolytes and more. 
These services are a great opportunity for our congregation to 
connect intergenerationally. Join us for these upcoming Sundays:
 April 9th:   Palm Sunday
 June 4th:   Feast of Pentecost
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Ministry Spotlight: St. Matthew’s Choirs

“Those who sing, pray twice”  – St. Augustine

Chancel Choir
The Chancel Choir of the Episcopal 
Church of St. Matthew involves 
the time and talent of 12-
15 dedicated individuals, led by 
four professional section leads from 
different backgrounds, age groups, 
and experience. Some of the 
members have been with the choir 
for 25 years. They sing a challenging 
repertoire from a wide spectrum 
of music, for presentation during 
offertory and communion at the 
10:15 Sunday service as well as 
a few concerts throughout the 
year. The choir maintains a high 
standard of excellence and rehearses 
on Thursdays from 7:30-9:30 pm in 
the Choir Room. Many thanks to our 
Chancel Choir members: Christina 
Becher, Tim Catlin, Elana Cowan 
(Alto soloist), Jane Dunbar, Kathleen 
Gantvoort, Brenda McLean,  Martin 
Partlan, Gregg Rathborne,  David 
Von Bargen (Tenor soloist), Mary 
Helen Waldo, John Weatherby, and 
Owen McInnis (Bass Soloist).

Bell Choir
The St. Matthew’s Bell Choir has 
a five-octave handbell set, and 
they always welcome new players 
to help use as much of the set as 
possible. No musical experience is 
necessary to join; bells are percussion 
instruments, so you just need to 
count, not read music. Playing 
handbells is a great, low-pressure way 
to be part of the musical ministry 
of St. Matthew’s without presenting 
every Sunday. The bell choir performs 
about once every three months and 
at special services. Rehearsals are 
held on Sundays from 11:30 – 1:00 
in the Choir Room. Many thanks to 
our Bell Choir members: Kassandra 
Edwards, Allison Figge, Claire 
Fry, Cherie Hammer, Zoe 
Hammer, Stannie Holt, Ann 
Watters, and Tom Watters.

Children’s and Youth Choir- 
Singing Angels of the Episcopal 
Church of St. Matthew
These two St. Matthew’s Choirs 
offer a unique opportunity for 
children to give their talent and 
time to the church while learning 
about the basics of singing, 
musicianship, Episcopalian service 
music, vocal technique and sight 
reading. The choirs sing separately 
and together once a month at the 
10:15 Sunday service. Children’s 
Choir (K-4th grade) rehearsals 
are on Thursdays from 4:00-
5:00 in the Music Room in St. 
Matthew’s Hall. Youth Choir (5th-
12th grade) rehearsals are on 
Sundays from 11:40-12:10 in the 
same location. Our thanks to our 
young choir members: Elinor 
Becher, Isobel Brinicombe, Ronan 
Bissonette, Presley Hsieh, Jackey 
Lange, Ibby McNeel, Vivienne 
Mockenhaupt, Afton 
Murtha, Stephanie Siegfried, Aysha 
Veloso,  Ela Viswanathan, Gia 
Von Bargen, Zoe Von 
Bargen, and Victoria Weaver.
If you are interested in being part 
of these music programs, please 
call Organist/ Acting Music Direc-
tor Philip Keil at 650-342-9553 or 
email Hyun Suk Jang, Children’s 
Choir and Youth Choir Director at 
childrenschoir@episcopalstmatthew.
org. 
 ~ Ildiko Segreti 

Pizza With a Purpose 
Fundraiser: Come Join Us!
Our monthly California Pizza Kitchen fundraiser has not 
only helped us raise money for our church, it has become 
another avenue for fellowship. Please join us on Thursday, 
April 4th for our next CPK fellowship fundraiser. A 
group will gather at the CPK in Hillsdale Mall at 6:30. 
~ Ildiko Segreti



4

P A R I S H  B U L L E T I N

Confirmation, 
Reception and Renewal 
of Baptismal Vows
Confirmation is a sacramental rite 
of the church whereby the Holy 
Spirit, invoked at one’s baptism, is 
strengthened. Confirmation usually 
happens between junior high and 
high school age, but adults may also 
be confirmed if they have not been 
confirmed in another tradition. 
People who have been baptized and 
confirmed in a different tradition are 
invited to be received. Reception is the 
rite wherein the Bishop acknowledges 
one’s baptism and confirmation in 
a different Christian denomination 
and welcomes him or her into the 
Episcopal Church. Those who have 
been baptized, confirmed or received 
into the Episcopal Church, but have 
fallen away from their faith or desire 
to strengthen their commitments to 
Christ and his Church are invited 
to participate in the Renewal of 
Baptismal Vows. Historically, the time 
for preparation for these sacramental 
rites is the season of Lent. If you 
desire to go through preparation 
during this season of Lent, please 
contact the clergy, and they will let 
you know when the sessions will 
begin. The service of confirmation, 
reception, and renewal of baptismal 
vows will take place on June 3rd at 
Grace Cathedral in San Francisco.  

Baptismal Dates
The Sacrament of Baptism will be 
offered at the Easter Vigil (April 
15th) and Pentecost (June 4th).  If 
you have not been baptized, or are 
unsure of your baptism and would 
like to talk to a member of the 
clergy, please contact Fr. Eric or Rev. 
Lindsay by calling the church office.

Holy Week Services

Palm Sunday, April 9th 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I

10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Tuesday in Holy Week, April 11th 

9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
Wednesday in Holy Week, April 12th 

9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
Maundy Thursday, April 13th 

9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer

7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service with Foot washing

8:30 p.m. Vigil at the Altar of Repose
Good Friday, April 14th 

12:00 p.m. Good Friday Service 
Holy Saturday, April 15th 

6:00 p.m. The Great Vigil of Easter with Baptism
Easter Sunday, April 16th 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I

10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

11:30 a.m. Festive Reception, Easter Egg Hunt

Garden Guild News
Easter is coming! The Garden Guild will be offering topiary bunnies and 
floral Easter baskets for sale on Palm Sunday, April 9th. This annual event 
raises funds for the Garden Guild’s care of the St. Matthew’s gardens. 
Maintaining a garden is costly. Last year we removed the diseased Bay 
tree to protect our lovely oaks, and we had all of the trees trimmed 
including the beautiful Magnolia in the courtyard. Our latest project 
was re-landscaping the Bell Tower. We have our own parishioner, Peter 
Sortwell, and his company Arbor Well to thank for his attention and 
direction. We also mulched the flower beds to encourage moisture 
for the plants and keep weeds away. It is expensive to maintain this 
garden but it is so beautiful, peaceful and wonderful to enjoy every 
time we come to church. As a “thank you” to the parish for your 
financial support, we will host a reception on Saturday, May 20th from 
2-4 pm in a beautiful local garden. We are not selling tickets but we are 
encouraging voluntary contributions. Thank you for your support!
-Fan Moberg and Ann Murray, Co-presidents, Garden Guild
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“Aging With Grace” Presentation: 
Monday, April 24th 
Do you have family members who want to maintain 
their independence and yet they are struggling with 
physical, mental and emotional decline? Come join the 
members of St. Catherine’s Section on Monday, April 24th 
at 7:00 pm in Julia Beylard Hall to hear guest speaker 
Kathy Faenzi speak on “Aging with Grace.” Kathy earned 
a Masters of Arts as a Clinical Gerontologist from 
Notre Dame de Namur University, with an emphasis 
in counseling psychology. She is the sole proprietor of 
Faenzi Associates and for the past 13 years has offered 
advocacy, care management and transition counseling 
to the older population and their family members. 
Kathy is passionate about helping seniors maintain 
independence and works empathetically to provide 
care solutions and guidance. Bring a friend and join 
us for a light supper and an informative evening as we 
learn about “Aging with Grace.” RSVP to Ildiko Segreti 
at igsegreti@hotmail.com or 650-678-9143 if you are 
interested in attending this very informative evening.  
~Peace and Blessings, Ildiko

Save the Date: Friday, April 28th 
Invitation from Peninsula Temple Beth El

Peninsula Temple Beth El’s (PTBE) Interfaith Friendship 
Committee invites the Episcopal Church of St. Matthew 
to join us at our Friday evening Shabbat service on April 
28th.  Following the service, we will share a dinner of 
Middle Eastern food so come with a good appetite. There 
will be time during and after the meal for everyone to get 
to know each other and have your questions answered.
The service starts at 6:30 pm. We would like you 
to be at PTBE by 6:15 pm so we can give you a 
short tour of our temple, have you meet with our 
clergy and be ushered into the sanctuary.
We are excited to have St. Matthews Church 
join our PTBE circle of friendship!
-PTBE Interfaith Friendship Committee
PTBE is located at 1700 Alameda de las Pulgas 
in San Mateo near the Highway 92 and the 
Alameda interchange. RSVP to Kitty Van 
Beckum at kvb3022@gmail.com or leave a 
voice mail at 650-573-6242 by April 25th.

Youth Summer Service Trip
For our Summer Service Trip, formerly known as 
the “mission trip,” the Combined Youth Group will 
be joining with teens from Church of the Epiphany, 
San Carlos to serve in Portland, Oregon. Details:
Who:   Any youth who will be graduating 8th 

through 12th grade this spring.
What:   We are partnering with an Episcopal parish 

in Portland, St. Michael’s and All Angels. This 
parish has an existing Spanish language ministry 
and is working on becoming a place of sanctuary 
for immigrants, including a residence for 
those in distress. A portion of our work will 
be preparing a home for emergency housing. 

Why:   Why do we do this? You will have your own 
reasons and we hope you share them with us 
sometime. One of Rev. Charlotte’s big reasons 
is this: God is doing something beautiful and 
restorative in Portland. We have the opportunity 
to join God in that work, and to do it together! 

When:   July 17 - 23, 2017
Please contact Rev. Lindsay with any 
questions or to let her know that you are 
interested in going. Hope you can come!

St. Matthew’s 
Profile: Children’s 
Choir Director 
Hyun Suk (Suki) Jang
Hyun Suk (Suki) Jang and her 
husband David Von Bargen 
have been attending St. 
Matthew’s since 2013. David 
joined the choir as a tenor 
soloist. Suki joined the choir 
in January 2015 and is now the 
Children’s Choir Director. Have you ever had the pleasure 
of hearing Suki hit those high notes? Magnificent!
David is originally from Fort Wayne, Indiana and 
Suki is from Seoul, South Korea.  They met through 
singing at the Memorial Chapel at the University of 
Chicago. They have two darling girls, Gia and Zoe. 
With thanks for sharing your musical talents,
Darlia Clerico
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Spring Has Sprung at St. Matthew’s
Blossoms abound in San Mateo, including these Redbud and Cherry Blossom 

trees, respectively, on the St. Matthew’s property and Japanese Cherry tree at the 
home of Dorothy and Donald Dumke, parishioners for over 50 years.  

Photos by Darlia Clerico.



7

P A R I S H  B U L L E T I N

St Matthew’S thrift Shop  

Spring Tea

Join us on Saturday April 29th 
from 2-4pm in Julia Beylard Hall for a 
fun-filled and tasty afternoon. Enjoy:

 ❦  English tea, sandwiches, small 
savories, assorted mini cookies, 
fruit tarts, scones and more

 ❦ Unique jewelry and collectibles for sale

 ❦  Music provided by the St. 
Matthew’s Children’s and Youth 
Choirs and adult soloists, 
accompanied by the piano

 ❦  Raffle tickets $2 each or $5 for 3 
- 1st prize dinner for 2 at a local 
restaurant plus more surprises

Cost is $12. Tickets on sale at the Thrift 
Shop Thursday, Friday and Saturday 

from 11-2pm and in the parish office. 

Easter Memorial 
Flowers 
Those wishing to remember 
loved ones with memorial 
flowers for listing in the Easter 
service bulletin are asked to call 
Carol Kalb, Memorial Flower 
chairman, at 650-578-9855.

Intergenerational 
Lent – Faithful 
Food for All Ages! 
For Part Three of our Lenten 
Series, join us on Sunday, April 
2nd after the 10:15 am service 
(probably close to noon) to 
continue our exploration of 
the many ways our lives are 
influenced by food. Pulling our 
experiences of the past weeks 
together, we will work as a group 
to provide meals locally for 
people in need. Nursery care is 
available for children under 4.  

Hospitality Committee 
Seeks New Members 
Do you like to cook and 
throw parties? The Hospitality 
Committee is the group for you. 
Please join us for our first meeting 
of the year on Monday, April 3rd at 
7:00 pm in the St. Matthew’s Hall 
Conference Room. Bon Appetit! 
~ Ildiko Segreti and Darlia Clerico
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The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew  
is a family called by Christ . . . 

  to live God’s Love, 
to share the Gospel, 
to grow Spiritually

Come celebrate with us!
Services are 8:00 am & 10:15 am  

every Sunday 
 

Morning Prayer, 9 am, Tuesdays & Thursdays
Rite I Holy Eucharist, 9 am, Fridays

The Tau Cross is the monthly newsletter of the Episcopal Church of St. Matthew. We welcome submissions that have a connection to the 
parish. Inclusion is at the discretion of the staff and may be edited for space or clarity. The deadline for articles is the 15th of the month 
and may be sent by email to Beth von Emster at bvonemster@yahoo.com or deposited in the Tau Cross mailbox in the church office.  
Entries should follow these guidelines: Include title of event or article; 200 word maximum description including when, where, cost and 
contact information as applicable; Avoid abbreviations and other “insider” lingo; Further guidelines and tips available upon request.  
Tau Cross Staff: Editor, Beth von Emster; Associate Editor, Cherie Hammer; Layout & Design //dadalab.com
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April 13 Maundy Thursday

April 14 Good Friday
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April 30 Newcomers Reception
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